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INTRODUCTION 


PURPOSE  AND  USES  OF  THE  ECONOMIC 
CENSUS 

The  economic  censuses  are  the  major  source  of  facts 
about  the  structure  and  functioning  of  the  Nation's  econ- 
omy. They  provide  essential  information  for  government, 
business,  industry,  and  the  general  public. 

Economic  censuses  furnish  an  important  part  of 
the  framework  for  such  composite  measures  as  the 
gross  national  product,  input-output  measures,  pro- 
duction and  price  indexes,  and  other  statistical  series 
that  measure  short-term  changes  in  economic  con- 
ditions. 

Policy-making  agencies  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment use  the  data,  especially  in  monitoring  economic 
activity  and  providing  assistance  to  business. 

State  and  local  governments  use  the  data  to 
assess  business  activities  and  tax  bases  within  their 
jurisdictions  and  to  develop  programs  to  attract  busi- 
ness. 

Trade  associations  study  trends  in  their  own  and 
competing  industries,  and  keep  their  members  informed 
of  market  changes. 


Special  programs  also  cover  enterprise  statistics  and 
minority-owned  and  women-owned  businesses.  (The  1987 
Census  of  Agriculture  and  1 987  Census  of  Governments 
were  conducted  separately.)  The  next  economic  censuses 
are  scheduled  to  be  taken  in  1 993  covering  the  year  1 992. 

AVAILABILITY  OF  THE  DATA 

The  results  of  each  of  the  economic  censuses  are 
available  in  printed  reports,  for  sale  by  the  U.S.  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  some  of  which  are  available  on 
microfiche,  computer  tape,  compact  discs  with  read-only 
memory,  and  flexible  diskettes,  for  sale  by  the  Census 
Bureau.  Note  that  prior  to  1 982,  the  assets  and  expendi- 
tures survey  was  not  conducted  as  part  of  the  economic 
censuses.  Order  forms  for  all  type  of  products  are  avail- 
able on  request  from  Customer  Services,  Census  Bureau, 
Washington,  DC  20233.  A  more  complete  description  of 
publications  being  issued  from  this  census  is  on  the  inside 
back  cover  of  this  document. 

Census  facts  are  also  widely  disseminated  by  trade 
associations,  business  journals,  and  newspapers.  Vol- 
umes containing  census  statistics  are  available  in  most 
major  public  and  college  libraries.  Finally,  State  Data 
Centers  in  every  State  and  Business  and  Industry  Data 
Centers  in  many  States  also  supply  economic  census 
statistics. 


Individual  businesses  use  the  data  to  locate  poten- 
tial markets  and  to  analyze  their  own  production  and 
sales  performance  relative  to  industry  or  area  aver- 
ages. 

AUTHORITY  AND  SCOPE 

Title  13  of  the  United  States  Code  (sections  131,  191, 
and  224)  directs  the  Census  Bureau  to  take  the  economic 
censuses  every  5  years,  covering  years  ending  in  2  and  7. 
The  1 987  Economic  Censuses  consist  of  the— 

Census  of  Retail  Trade 
Census  of  Wholesale  Trade 
Census  of  Service  Industries 
Census  of  Transportation 
Census  of  Manufacturers 
Census  of  Mineral  Industries 
Census  of  Construction  Industries 


HISTORICAL  INFORMATION 

The  economic  censuses  have  been  taken  together  as 
an  integrated  program  at  5-year  intervals  since  1 967,  and 
before  that  for  1 963, 1 958,  and  1 954.  Prior  to  that  time,  the 
individual  censuses  were  taken  separately  at  varying  inter- 
vals. 

The  economic  censuses  trace  their  beginnings  to  the 
1810  Decennial  Census,  when  questions  on  manufactur- 
ing were  included  with  those  for  population.  Coverage  of 
economic  activities  was  expanded  for  1840  and  subse- 
quent censuses  to  include  mining  and  some  commercial 
activities.  In  1902,  Congress  established  a  permanent 
Census  Bureau  and  directed  that  a  census  of  manufac- 
tures be  taken  every  5  years.  The  1905  manufactures 
census  was  the  first  time  a  census  was  taken  apart  from 
the  regular  every-1 0-year  population  census. 

The  first  census  of  business  was  taken  in  1930,  cover- 
ing 1 929.  Initially,  it  covered  retail  and  wholesale  trade  and 
construction  industries,  but  it  was  broadened  in  1933  to 
include  some  of  the  service  trades. 
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The  1 954  economic  censuses  were  the  first  to  be  fully 
integrated— providing  comparable  census  data  across  eco- 
nomic sectors,  using  consistent  time  periods,  concepts, 
definitions,  classifications,  and  reporting  units.  These  were 
the  first  censuses  to  be  taken  by  mail,  using  lists  of  firms 
provided  by  the  administrative  records  of  other  federal 
agencies.  Since  1963,  administrative  records  have  also 
been  used  to  provide  basic  statistics  as  well  for  very  small 
firms,  reducing  or  eliminating  the  need  to  send  them 
census  questionnaires.  The  Enterprise  Statistics  Program, 
which  publishes  combined  data  from  the  economic  cen- 
suses, was  made  possible  with  the  implementation  of  the 
integrated  census  program  in  1 954. 

The  range  of  industries  covered  in  the  economic  cen- 
suses has  continued  to  expand.  The  Census  of  Construc- 
tion Industries  began  on  a  regular  basis  in  1967,  and  the 
scope  of  service  industries  was  broadened  in  1 967,  1 977, 
and  1 987.  The  Census  of  Transportation  began  in  1 963  as 
a  set  of  surveys  covering  travel,  transportation  of  commod- 
ities, and  trucks.  New  for  1 987  are  publications  reporting 
on  business  establishments  engaged  in  several  transpor- 
tation industries,  paralleling  the  data  on  establishments  in 
other  sectors.  This  is  part  of  a  gradual  expansion  in 
coverage  of  industries  previously  subjected  to  government 
regulation.  The  Survey  of  Minority-Owned  Business  Enter- 
prises was  first  conducted  as  a  special  project  in  1 969  and 
was  incorporated  into  the  economic  censuses  in  1972 
along  with  the  Survey  of  Women-Owned  Businesses. 

Economic  censuses  have  also  been  taken  in  Puerto 
Rico  since  1909,  in  the  Virgin  Islands  and  Guam  since 
1958,  and  in  the  Northern  Mariana  Islands  since  1982. 

Statistical  reports  from  the  1982  and  earlier  censuses 
provide  historical  figures  for  the  study  of  long-term  time 
series,  and  are  available  in  some  large  libraries.  All  of  the 
census  data  published  since  1967  are  still  available  for 
sale  on  microfiche  from  the  Census  Bureau. 

AVAILABILITY  OF  MORE  FREQUENT 
ECONOMIC  DATA 

While  the  censuses  provide  complete  enumerations 
every  5  years,  there  are  many  needs  for  more  frequent 
data  as  well.  The  Census  Bureau  conducts  a  number  of 
monthly,  quarterly,  and  annual  surveys,  the  results  of 
which  appear  in  publication  series  such  as  Current  Busi- 
ness Reports  (retail  and  wholesale  trade  and  service 
industries),  the  Annual  Survey  of  Manufactures,  Current 
Industrial  Reports,  and  the  Quarterly  Financial  Report. 
Most  of  these  surveys,  while  providing  more  frequent 
observations,  yield  less  kind-of-business  and  geographic 
detail  than  the  censuses.  The  County  Business  Patterns 
program  offers  annual  statistics  on  the  number  of  estab- 
lishments, employment,  and  payroll  classified  by  industry 
within  each  county. 

SOURCES  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 

More  information  about  the  scope,  coverage,  classifica- 
tion system,  data  items,  and  publications  for  each  of  the 
economic  censuses  and  related  surveys  is  published  in  the 


Guide  to  the  1987  Economic  Censuses  and  Related 
Statistics.  More  information  on  the  methodology,  proce- 
dures, and  history  of  the  censuses  will  be  published  in  the 
History  of  the  1987  Economic  Censuses.  Contact  Cus- 
tomer Services  for  information  on  availability. 

CENSUS  DISCLOSURE  RULES 

In  accordance  with  Federal  law  governing  census  reports, 
no  data  are  published  that  would  disclose  the  operations  of 
an  individual  establishment  or  business.  However,  the 
number  of  establishments  in  a  kind-of-business  classifica- 
tion is  not  considered  a  disclosure,  so  this  information  may 
be  released  even  though  other  information  is  withheld. 

DOLLAR  VALUES 

All  dollar  values  presented  in  this  report  are  expressed 
in  current  dollars,  i.e.,  1987  data  are  expressed  in  1987 
dollars  and  1982  data  in  1982  dollars.  Consequently,  when 
making  comparisons  to  prior  years,  users  of  the  data 
should  consider  the  inflation  that  has  occurred. 

ASSETS  AND  EXPENDITURES  SURVEY 

This  report,  which  was  prepared  in  connection  with  the 
1 987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade,  provides  data  on  selected 
characteristics  of  merchant  wholesalers  including  mea- 
sures of  value  produced,  capital  expenditures,  depreciable 
assets,  and  operating  expenses. 

Data  in  this  report  are  based  on  information  collected 
from  a  probability  sample  of  merchant  wholesalers  used  to 
produce  monthly  national  estimates  of  wholesale  sales 
published  in  the  Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  Survey.  A 
description  of  the  survey  methodology,  estimating  proce- 
dures, and  concepts  is  presented  in  appendix  A. 

The  1 987  statistics  are  summarized  by  kind-of-business 
classifications  based  on  the  1972  Standard  Industrial 
Classification  (SIC)  Manual.  This  report  covers  all  mer- 
chant wholesale  operations  in  the  Nation.  All  major  kinds 
of  business  in  which  merchant  wholesalers  operate  are 
represented.  A  description  of  each  kind  of  business  repre- 
sented by  data  shown  in  this  report  is  included  in 
appendix  A. 


SPECIAL  TABULATIONS  AND  UNPUBLISHED 
DATA 

Special  tabulations  of  data  collected  in  the  1 987  Assets 
and  Expenditures  Survey  may  be  obtained,  depending  on 
availability  of  time  and  personnel,  on  computer  tape  or  in 
tabular  form.  The  data  will  be  in  summary  form  and  subject 
to  the  same  rules  prohibiting  disclosure  of  confidential 
information  (including  name,  address,  kind  of  business,  or 
other  data  for  individual  business  establishments  or  com- 
panies) as  are  the  regular  publications. 
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Special  tabulations  are  prepared  on  a  cost  basis.  A 
request  for  a  cost  estimate,  as  well  as  exact  specifications 
on  the  type  and  format  of  the  data  to  be  provided,  should 
be  directed  to  the  Chief,  Business  Division,  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  Washington,  DC  20233. 

To  discuss  a  special  tabulation  before  submitting  spec- 
ifications, call  301-763-5282. 

Some  estimates  have  not  been  published  in  this  report 
because  their  sampling  variability  or  imputation  is  so  high 
as  to  make  them  potentially  misleading.  Some  unpublished 
data  can  be  derived  directly  by  subtracting  appropriate 
published  data  from  their  respective  totals.  However,  the 
figures  obtained  by  such  subtraction  would  be  subject  to 
high  sampling  variability  described  above  for  unpublished 
kinds  of  business,  and  their  use  would  be  subject  to  the 
same  hazards.  Unpublished  data  may  be  obtained  upon 
request  from  the  Chief,  Business  Division,  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  Washington,  DC  20233. 


ABBREVIATIONS  AND  SYMBOLS 

The  following  abbreviations  and  symbols  are  used  in 
this  publication: 

Measure  of  sampling  variability  not  shown 
since  estimated  data  not  published. 
Represents  zero. 

(M)  Less  than  $1  million. 

(NA)        Not  available. 

(S)  Withheld  because  estimate  did  not  meet  pub- 

lication standards  on  the  basis  of  either  response 
rate,  associated  relative  standard  error,  or 
consistency  review. 

(V)  Less  than  .05  percent. 

(X)  Not  applicable. 

n.e.c.       Not  elsewhere  classified. 

pt.  Part. 

SIC  Standard  Industrial  Classification. 
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Users'  Guide  for  Locating  Statistics  in  This  Report 

by  Table  Number 


Information  shown  in  tables 


Table 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Sales 

Purchases 

Cost  of  goods  sold 

Inventories 

Gross  margin 

Value  added 

Net  income  produced  at  market  prices. 
Net  income  produced  at  factor  cost . . . 

Acquisition  value  of  depreciable  assets 

at  end  of  1 987 

Buildings  and  structures 

Machinery  and  equipment 

Acquisition  value  of  depreciable  assets 

at  end  of  1 986 

Buildings  and  structures 

Machinery  and  equipment 

Deductions  from  depreciable  assets . . . 

Capital  expenditures  (other  than  land)  . 

Used  capital  expenditures 

New  capital  expenditures 

New  buildings  and  structures 

New  highway  vehicles 

New  computer  hardware  and  data 

processing  equipment 

All  other  capital  expenditures 

Annual  payroll 

Employer  cost  for  fringe  benefits 

Legally  required  expenditures 

Voluntary  expenditures 

Taxes  and  license  fees 

Depreciation  charges 

Buildings  and  structures 

Machinery  and  equipment 

Lease  and  rental  payments 

Buildings  and  structures 

Machinery  and  equipment 

Purchased  electricity 

Purchased  fuels 

Miscellaneous  utilities 

Communication  services 

Office  supplies 

Packaging  and  shipping  materials 

Advertising  services 

Commissions  paid 

Payments  for  contract  work 

Repairs 

Buildings  and  structures 

Machinery  and  equipment 

Other  operating  expenses 

Total  operating  expenses 

1987  and  1982  comparative  statistics. . 

Estimated  relative  standard  errors 
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Users'  Guide  for  Locating  Statistics  in  the  1987  Census  of 

Wholesale  Trade  Reports 


Report  and  geographic  area 


Information  shown  in  reports  by  kind  of  business  or  industry  category 


Number 
of 
estab- 
lishments 


Sales 
($1,000) 


Payroll 
($1,000) 


Number 
of 
employ- 
ees 


Invento- 
ries 
($1,000) 


Oper- 
ating 
expenses 
($1 ,000) 


Com- 
modity 
line 
sales 
($1,000) 


Sales 
size  and 
employ- 
ment 
size1 


Legal 
form  of 
organiza- 
tion 


Petro- 
leum 
bulk 
stations 
and 
terminals 


Selected 
topics 


GEOGRAPHIC  AREA 
SERIES 

United  States 

State 

CMSA,  PMSA,  MSA  . . 

County 

Place 


ESTABLISHMENT  AND 
FIRM  SIZE  (INCLUDING 
LEGAL  FORM  OF 
ORGANIZATION) 

United  States 


MEASURES  OF  VALUE 
PRODUCED,  CAPITAL 
EXPENDITURES, 
DEPRECIABLE  ASSETS, 
AND  OPERATING 
EXPENSES 

United  States2 


COMMODITY  LINE  SALES 

United  States 

State4 

CMSA4 


MISCELLANEOUS 
SUBJECTS 

United  States 

State , 

County 


Establishments  and  firms. 

2Merchant  wholesalers  only. 

3Value  produced,  capital  expenditures,  depreciable  assets,  and  selected  operating  expenses  detail. 

"Available  on  microfiche  only. 

5Class  of  customer,  employment  by  principal  activity,  detailed  type  of  operation,  inventory  detail,  and  commissions  of  agents  and  brokers. 
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SUMMARY  OF  FINDINGS 


Total  sales  in  1 987  of  all  merchant  wholesalers  (includ- 
ing manufacturers'  sales  branches  of  ferrous  metal  service 
centers)  amounted  to  $1.5  trillion.  Comparisons  to  1982 
sales  data  for  individual  kinds  of  business  can  be  made 
using  the  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade,  Geographic  Area 
Series — United  States  Summary  reports  for  the  2  years. 
The  total  cost  of  merchandise  purchased  for  resale  in  1 987 
(net  of  returns,  allowances,  and  trade  and  cash  discounts) 
totaled  $1.2  trillion,  or  81.0  percent  of  total  sales.  Begin- 
ning inventories  for  merchant  wholesalers  in  1 987  amounted 
to  $153.9  billion  with  ending  inventories  of  $165.1  billion. 
Total  sales,  purchases,  and  inventories  are  integral  parts 
of  the  measures  of  value  produced  summarized  below. 


MEASURES  OF  VALUE  PRODUCED 

The  gross  margin  of  merchant  wholesalers  which  rep- 
resents total  sales  less  cost  of  goods  sold,  amounted  to 
$300.5  billion  in  1987.  Value  added,  derived  by  deducting 
from  gross  margin  the  cost  of  office  supplies,  stationery, 
postage,  electricity,  fuels,  packaging  materials,  and  the 
cost  of  contract  work  done  on  materials  owned  by  mer- 
chant wholesalers,  amounted  to  $287.8  billion,  represent- 
ing 19.3  percent  of  total  sales.  Subtracting  all  other 
purchased  services  from  value  added  yields  net  income 
produced  at  market  prices  of  $206.8  billion,  or  13.9  percent 
of  total  sales.  This  amount  less  depreciation,  license  fees, 
and  taxes  (excluding  income,  payroll,  and  sales  taxes) 
represents  net  income  produced  at  factor  cost  of  $188.0 
billion,  or  12.6  percent  of  total  sales. 

As  a  percent  of  sales,  measures  of  value  produced  were 
generally  higher  for  durable  goods  than  for  nondurable 
goods  in  1987.  Durable  goods  wholesalers  reported  a 
gross  margin  of  23.6  percent  of  sales,  compared  with  16.9 
percent  for  nondurable  goods  wholesalers.  Net  income 
produced  at  market  prices  amounted  to  16.1  percent  of 
sales  for  durable  goods,  compared  to  11.7  percent  for 
nondurable  goods.  Likewise,  net  income  produced  at 
factor  cost  was  higher  for  durable  goods,  14.9  percent  of 
sales,  compared  to  10.4  percent  for  nondurable  goods. 


CAPITAL  EXPENDITURES 

Total  capital  expenditures  for  depreciable  assets  of 
merchant  wholesalers  amounted  to  $15.3  billion  in  1987, 
an  increase  of  11.1  percent  over  the  $13.7  billion  reported 
for  1982.  Expenditures  of  $14.0  billion  for  new  facilities, 
structures,  and  equipment  in  1987  accounted  for  91.4 
percent  of  the  total. 


Capital  expenditures  in  the  durable  goods  trade  totaled 
$8.4  billion  in  1987,  an  increase  of  21.7  percent  over  the 
$6.9  billion  reported  in  1982.  Nondurable  goods  wholesal- 
ers showed  a  smaller  increase,  1.1  percent  over  1 982,  with 
expenditures  amounting  to  $6.9  billion  in  1987  compared 
to  $6.8  billion  in  1982. 

Kinds  of  business  reporting  the  largest  capital  expendi- 
tures in  1987  included  machinery,  equipment,  and  sup- 
plies, with  $3.0  billion;  groceries  and  related  products,  $2.1 
billion;  and  motor  vehicles,  auto  parts,  and  supplies,  $1 .5 
billion. 

DEPRECIABLE  ASSETS 

The  gross  (acquisition)  value  of  depreciable  assets  of 
merchant  wholesalers  amounted  to  $126.9  billion  at  the 
end  of  1 986.  After  adding  capital  expenditures  and  deduct- 
ing assets  sold,  retired,  scrapped,  and  destroyed,  the  year 
1987  ended  with  the  gross  value  of  depreciable  assets 
amounting  to  $137.3  billion,  representing  a  8.2  percent 
annual  increase. 

The  kinds  of  business  representing  the  highest  value  of 
depreciable  assets  at  the  end  of  1987  were  machinery, 
equipment,  and  supplies,  with  $23.9  billion;  groceries  and 
related  products,  $17.6  billion;  and  petroleum  and  petro- 
leum products,  $13.3  billion. 

OPERATING  EXPENSES 

Total  operating  expenses  of  merchant  wholesalers  amounted 
to  $239.6  billion  in  1987,  a  38.3  percent  increase  from 
1982.  Durable  goods  wholesalers  accounted  for  $137.7 
billion,  and  $101.9  billion  were  attributable  to  nondurable 
goods  wholesalers.  The  following  summarizes  the  findings 
for  specific  types  of  operating  expenses. 

Supplemental  labor  costs  (employer  cost  for  fringe 
benefits) — Total  supplemental  labor  costs  for  merchant 
wholesalers  amounted  to  $19.5  billion  in  1987.  Legally 
required  supplemental  labor  costs  such  as  employers' 
social  security  contributions,  unemployment  tax,  workers' 
compensation  insurance,  and  State  disability  insurance 
programs  amounted  to  $10.0  billion,  or  51 .5  percent  of  the 
total.  Voluntary  labor  costs,  such  as  insurance  premiums 
on  hospital  and  medical  plans,  pension  plans,  and  stock 
purchase  plans,  amounted  to  $9.5  billion,  or  48.5  percent 
of  total  supplemental  labor  costs. 

Depreciation  charges— Depreciation  and  amortization 
charges  against  depreciable  assets  totaled  $13.4  billion  in 
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1987.  Buildings  and  structures  accounted  for  $2.8  billion, 
or  20.7  percent  of  the  total,  while  machinery  and  equip- 
ment amounted  to  the  remaining  $10.6  billion,  or  79.3 
percent. 

Lease  and  rental  payments — Lease  and  rental  pay- 
ments in  1 987  were  $1 2.0  billion  for  merchant  wholesalers 
representing  5.0  percent  of  total  operating  expenses.  Of 
these  payments,  $8.8  billion  were  for  buildings,  other 
structures,  and  office  space  and  $3.2  billion  were  for 
machinery  and  equipment. 

Communication  and  utility  expenses — Communica- 
tion services  purchased  by  merchant  wholesalers  amounted 
to  $4.7  billion,  while  purchased  electricity  totaled  $2.8 
billion  and  purchased  fuels  amounted  to  $1.1  billion.  As  a 
percent  of  total  operating  expenses,  these  utility  costs 


represented  2.0  percent,  1.2  percent,  and  .46  percent, 
respectively.  Note  that  these  data  represent  only  utilities 
which  were  purchased  by  firms  in  1 987,  and  exclude  those 
utility  costs  which  were  part  of  normal  lease  and  rental 
payments  or  franchise  fees. 

Other  operating  expenses— Other  operating  expenses 
of  merchant  wholesalers  in  1987  included  $3.2  billion  for 
office  supplies,  stationery,  and  postage;  $3.2  billion  for 
purchased  materials  used  in  packaging,  processing,  ship- 
ping and  selling  of  goods;  $8.2  billion  for  advertising;  $6.3 
billion  for  sales  commissions  paid  to  others;  $2.2  billion  in 
payments  for  outside  work  contracted  to  others  in  readying 
wholesalers'  merchandise  for  sale;  and  $4.3  billion  for 
noncapitalized  repairs  to  buildings,  machinery,  and  equip- 
ment. 
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Figure  1 .    Distribution  of  Capital  Expenditures  of  Merchant 
Wholesalers  by  Type:  1987 


Durable  goods  wholesalers 


New  structures 
(17.3%) 


New  vehicles 
(18.1%) 


New  computers  and  data 

processing  equipment 

(15.8%) 


Used  structures 
and  equipment 
(7.2%) 


Other  new  machinery 
and  equipment 
(41.6%) 


Nondurable  goods  wholesalers 


New  structures 
(22.4%) 


New  vehicles 
(22.8%) 


New  computers  and  data 

processing  equipment 

(7.2%) 


Used  structures 
and  equipment 
(10.3%) 


Other  new  machinery 
and  equipment 
(37.3%) 


Note:   Data  are  subject  to  sampling  variability. 
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Figure  2.    Fringe  Benefits  as  Percent  of  Annual  Payroll  of  Selected 
Wholesale  Industries:  1987 

(Percent) 


Legally  required  benefits 
Voluntary  benefits 


Motor  vehicles  and  motor  vehicle 
parts  and  supplies  (SIC  501) 


^M^ 


-  j...,...,.....,, ....... — -^— —-■.—■■■  -.- — 


^SSSSSS 


10.5 


20.0 


Furniture  and  home  furnishings 
(SIC  502) 


15.4 


Sporting,  recreational,  photo- 
graphic, and  hobby  goods,  toys 
and  supplies  (SIC  504) 


18.2 


Metals  and  minerals,  except 
petroleum  (SIC  505) 


19.8 


Electrical  goods 
(SIC  506) 


8.6 


16.9 


Paper  and  paper  products 
(SIC  511) 


^ 


OOs  8.6  S^sWC 


10.2 


■._-—_. ^--■■-^■■^■■■■„..— ...: . •   ■■■■■'■■'■'■■■■:  ■•■-'■:■ 


18.8 


Groceries  and  related 
products  (SIC  514) 


20.0 


Farm-product  raw  materials 
(SIC  515) 


19.5 


Petroleum  and  petroleum 
products  (SIC  517) 


18.7 


Beer,  wine,  and  distilled  alcoholic 
beverages  (SIC  518) 


20.6 


Note:  Data  are  subject  to  sampling  variability.  Data  are  based  on  the  1972  Standard  Industrial  Classification. 
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Figure  3.    Measures  of  Value  Produced  for  Merchant  Wholesalers: 
1987  and  1982 

(Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions) 


Gross  margin  equals — 


Sales  less  cost  of  goods 

sold  [beginning  inventory 

+  purchases  -  ending 

inventory] 


1987 
1982 


300,452 


Value  added  equals- 


Gross  margin  less  office 

supplies,  stationery, 

postage;  electricity;  fuels; 

contract  work 


287,844 


Net  income  produced  at 
market  prices  equals — 

Value  added  less 

lease  and  rental; 

communications; 

advertising; 

repairs;  commissions; 

other  (excluding 

taxes,  depreciation, 

and  interest  on  loans) 


206,798 


Net  income  produced 
at  factor  cost  equals- 


Net  income  produced 

at  market  prices  less 

taxes;  depreciation 

charges 


188,017 


Note:   Data  are  subject  to  sampling  variability. 
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Table  1.    General  Statistics:    1987 

(Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.   Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Sales 


Purchases 

of 

merchandise 

for  resale 


Inventories1 


End  of 
1987 


End  of 
1986 


Operating 
expenses1 


Annual 
payroll1 


Acquisition  value  of 
depreciable  assets 


End  of 
1987 


End  of 
1986 


Capital 

expenditures 

(other  than 

land) 


50 

501 
502 
503 
504 

505 
506 
507 

508 
509 

51 

511 
512 
513 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 
519 


Merchant  wholesalers2... 

Durable  goods  stores2 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and  supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials 

Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and  hobby  goods, 

toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum2 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating  equipment  and 

supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 

Nondurable  goods2 

Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists'  sundries 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials2 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


1  491  147 

727  730 

155  176 
26  939 
58  375 

20  444 
67  598 
93  697 

41  386 

197  100 

67  015 

763  417 

40  818 
33  977 
46  572 

223  020 

102  302 

26  460 

124  899 

41  587 
123  782 


1  201  861 

562  110 

130  481 
19  223 
43  583 

14  653 
54  650 
70  341 

30  843 
141  196 

57  140 

639  752 

31  751 
29  605 
33  007 

190  452 
93  086 
19  920 

112  628 

32  120 
97  182 


165  088 
105  864 

21  209 

4  139 

5  401 

3  685 
8  750 
12  974 

6  412 
37  030 

6  264 

59  223 

3  453 

4  931 

7  569 
12  755 

8  378 

2  405 

3  627 
3  718 

12  388 


153  921 


19  578 
4  238 

4  690 

3  578 
8  526 
12  465 

6  025 
35  091 

5  550 

54  181 


3  153 

4  314 
7  204 

11  521 
6  823 

2  579 

3  915 
3  663 

11  012 


239  629 

137  724 

21  141 
6  728 
10  755 

4  852 
9  818 

19  223 

8  802 
49  496 

6  910 

101  905 

8  182 
3  413 

10  309 
26  840 

5  324 
5  659 

9  462 

7  797 

(S) 


107  689 


8  423 

3  362 
5  321 

1  696 

4  532 
8  734 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 

44  507 

4  250 

(S) 

3  907 

13  350 

1  888 

2  520 

3  519 
3  761 

(S) 


137  313 

70  534 

11  238 
2  694 

6  758 

1  801 

7  350 

(S) 

(S) 

23  856 

(S) 

66  780 

2  680 
1  821 

3  181 
17  573 

8  714 

4  337 
13  301 

4  006 
11  166 


126  907 


10  285 
2  396 

6  034 

1  688 

7  110 

(S) 

(S) 

22  421 

(S) 

61  627 

2  451 

1  659 

2  918 
15  957 

8  306 

3  725 
12  427 

3  816 
10  367 


15  295 
8  376 

1  477 

(S) 
845 

212 

(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

3  012 
(S) 

6  919 

330 
206 
346 

2  071 
549 

(S) 
1  181 

(S) 
1  160 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.  See  table  1 5  for  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation). 

inventories,  operating  expenses,  and  payroll  data  are  not  the  same  as  in  other  reports  from  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  due  to  their  sample  basis  and  inclusion  of  auxiliaries. 
2Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.   For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 


Table  2.    Capital  Expenditures  and  Acquisition  Value  of  Depreciable  Assets  by  Major  Kind  of 
Business:    1987 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.   Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Acquisition  value  of  depreciable  assets 


End  of  1987 


Total 


Buildings, 

structures, 

and  related 

facilities 


Machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 


End  of  1986 


Total 


Buildings, 

structures, 

and  related 

facilities 


Machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 


Capital  expenditures 
(other  than  land) 


Total 


New 


Used 


Deductions 

from 

depreciable 

assets 

in  1987 


501 

502 
503 
504 

i05 
506 
507 

508 
509 


511 
512 
i13 
514 
i15 
116 
517 
518 
519 


Merchant  wholesalers1 

Durable  goods  stores1 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and  supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials 

Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and  hobby 

goods,  toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum1 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating  equipment 

and  supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 

Nondurable  goods1 

Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists'  sundries  . 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials1 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


137  313 

70  534 

11  238 
2  694 

6  758 

1  801 

7  350 

(S) 

(S) 

23  856 

(S) 

66  780 

2  680 
1  821 

3  181 
17  573 

8  714 

4  337 
13  301 

4  006 
11  166 


42  087 

20  174 

3  461 

(S) 
(S) 

599 
(S) 
(S) 

855 

6  884 

(S) 

21  913 

865 

520 

(S) 

5  112 

4  402 

(S) 

(S) 

1  393 

(S) 


95  226 

50  360 

7  777 
(S) 
(S) 

1  202 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

16  971 

(S) 

(S) 

1  815 

1  301 

(S) 

12  461 

4  313 

(S) 

(S) 

2  613 

(S) 


126  907 


10  285 
2  396 

6  034 

1  688 

7  110 

(S) 

(S) 

22  421 

(S) 

61  627 

2  451 

1  659 

2  918 
15  957 

8  306 

3  725 
12  427 

3  816 
10  367 


39  956 

19  185 

3  339 

(S) 
(S) 

581 

1  988 

(S) 

795 

6  419 

(S) 

20  771 

843 

475 

(S) 

5  038 

4  238 

(S) 

(S) 

1  384 

(S) 


86  950 

46  095 

6  945 
(S) 
(S) 

1  107 

5  123 

(S) 

(S) 

16  002 

(S) 

40  856 

1  608 

1  184 

(S) 

10  919 

4  068 

(S) 

(S) 

2  432 

(S) 


15  295 
8  376 

1  477 

(S) 
845 

212 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

3  012 

(S) 

6  919 

330 
206 
346 

2  071 
549 

(S) 
1  181 

(S) 
1  160 


13  974 
7  770 

1  441 

(S) 
795 

205 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

2  696 
412 


288 

193 

313 

1  816 

480 

(S) 

1  071 

(S) 

1  065 


1  321 

606 

36 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 
316 
(S) 

715 

42 
13 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 


5  031 

3  202 

524 
52 
120 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

1  645 

(S) 

1  829 

(S) 
44 
84 

471 
(S) 
(S) 

308 
(S) 
(S) 


Note:  Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.  See  table  15  for  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation).  Value  of  assets  at  end  of  1986  plus  1987  capital 
ixpenditures  minus  asset  deductions  may  not  necessarily  equal  the  value  of  assets  at  end  of  1987  due  to  corporate  mergers,  exchange  of  stock,  and  other  noncategorized  acquisitions,  not  shown 
leparately. 


;ep 


1Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 
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Table  3.    Detailed  Capital  Expenditures  by  Major  Kind  of  Business:    1987 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.    Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Capital  expenditures  (other  than  land) 


Total 


New  capital  expenditures 


Total 


Buildings, 

structures, 

and  related 

facilities 


Highway 
vehicles 


Computer 

hardware 

and  data 

processing 

equipment 


All  other 


Used  buildings, 

structures, 

machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 

depreciable 

assets 

acquired 

from  others 


Merchant  wholesalers1 


50 

501 
502 
503 
504 

505 
506 
507 
508 
509 


511 
512 
513 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 
519 


Durable  goods1 


Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and  supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials 

Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and  hobby  goods,  toys  and 

supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum1 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating  equipment  and  supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 


Nondurable  goods1 


Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists'  sundries. 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials1 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


15  295 
8  376 

1  477 

(S) 
845 

212 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
3  012 
(S) 

6  919 

330 
206 
346 

2  071 
549 

(S) 
1   181 

(S) 
1    160 


13  974 
7  770 

1  441 

(S) 
795 

205 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 

2  696 
412 

6  203 

288 

193 

313 

1   816 

480 

(S) 

1   071 

(S) 

1   065 


2  996 

1  449 

354 
(S) 
(S) 

30 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
373 
(S) 

1  547 

(S) 
61 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 


3  093 
1  517 

(S) 

(S) 
270 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
465 
(S) 

1  576 

(S) 

(S) 
(S) 

542 
(S) 
(S) 

238 
(S) 
(S) 


1   827 
1   326 

126 

(S) 
37 

32 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
724 
(S) 

501 

(S) 
(S) 
65 

101 
18 
(S) 
32 
(S) 

124 


6  058 

3  479 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 

115 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 

1  134 

(S) 

2  579 

106 
(S) 
(S) 
755 
207 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 


1  321 

606 

36 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
316 
(S) 

715 

42 
13 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.   See  table  15  for  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation). 

1Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 


Table  4.    Detailed  Acquisition  Value  of  Depreciable  Assets,  Depreciation  Charges,  and  Lease 
and  Rental  Payments  by  Major  Kind  of  Business:   1987 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.   Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Acquisition  value  of  depreciable  assets 


End  of  1987 


Total 


Buildings, 

structures, 

and  related 

facilities 


Machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 


End  of  1986 


Total 


Buildings, 

structures, 

and  related 

facilities 


Machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 


Depreciation  charges  in  1 987 


Total 


Buildings, 

structures, 

and  related 

facilities 


Machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 


Lease  and  rental  payments 


Total 


Buildings, 

structures, 

and  related 

facilities 


Machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 


Merchant  wholesalers1 


50 

501 

502 
503 
504 

505 
506 
507 

508 
509 


511 

512 

513 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 

519 


Durable  goods1 


Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and 
supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials  .. 
Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and 

hobby  goods,  toys  and  supplies .. 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum2  ... 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating 

equipment  and  supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 


Nondurable  goods' 


Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists' 
sundries 

Apparol.  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials1 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic 

beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


137  313 


70  534 


11   238 
2  694 

6  758 

1  801 

7  350 

(S) 

(S) 

23  856 

(S) 

66  780 

2  680 

1   821 

3  181 
17  573 

8  714 

4  337 
13  301 

4  006 
11    166 


42  087 


3  461 
(S) 
(S) 

599 
(S) 
(S) 

855 

6  884 

(S) 


865 

520 
(S) 
112 
402 
(S) 
(S) 


1   393 
(S) 


95  226 


7  777 
(S) 
(S) 

1  202 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

16  971 

(S) 

(S) 

1   815 

1  301 

(S) 

12  461 

4  313 

(S) 

(S) 

2  613 

(S) 


126  907 


10  285 
2  396 

6  034 

1  688 

7  110 

(S) 

(S) 

22  421 

(S) 

61  627 

2  451 

1  659 

2  918 
15  957 

8  306 

3  725 
12  427 

3  816 
10  367 


39  956 


3  339 
(S) 
(S) 

581 

1   988 

(S) 

795 

6  419 
(S) 


843 

475 
(S) 
5  038 
4  238 
(S) 
(S) 

1   384 
(S) 


86  950 


6  945 
(S) 
(S) 

1   107 

5  123 

(S) 

(S) 

16  002 
(S) 


1   608 

1  184 

(S) 

10  919 

4  068 

(S) 

(S) 

2  432 

(S) 


13  366 


1  229 
285 

(S) 

182 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

2  820 

(S) 


304 

152 

(S) 

1   622 

639 
(S) 

979 

369 
1    154 


2  768 


266 
(S) 
(S) 

36 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 
388 

(S) 


47 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
260 

78 
(S) 


10  598 


6  077 


963 
(S) 
(S) 

146 
(S) 
(S) 

277 

2  432 

(S) 


257 

125 

(S) 

1   312 

343 
(S) 

719 

291 
(S) 


12  043 


6  934 


1  180 
470 
516 

(S) 
(S) 
924 

554 

2  382 

(S) 


494 

179 
(S) 
1  212 
258 
263 
548 

391 
1   218 


8  836 


5  342 


938 
401 
396 

(S) 
(S) 
742 

432 

1   725 
(S) 


359 

105 
(S) 
609 
158 
162 
412 

259 
934 


1  592 


242 
68 
(S) 

(S) 
(S) 
182 

122 
657 
(S) 


135 

74 

(S) 
603 
100 
100 
136 

132 
284 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.   See  table  1 5  for  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation). 

'Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 
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Table  5.    Comparative  Statistics  on  Capital  Expenditures:    1987  and  1982 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.  Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Capital  expenditures  (other  than  land) 


Total 


1987 


1982 


New  capital  expenditures 


Total 


1987 


1982 


Buildings,  structures, 
and  related  facilities 


1987 


1982 


Machinery,  equipment, 
and  other 


1987 


1982 


Used  buildings,  structures, 

machinery,  equipment,  and 

other  depreciable  assets 

acquired  from  others 


1987 


1982 


50 


502 
503 
504 

505 
506 
507 

508 
509 

51 

511 
512 

513 
514 

515 
516 
517 
518 
519 


Merchant  wholesalers1 

Durable  goods' 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and 
supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials 

Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and  hobby 

goods,  toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum1 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating  equipment 

and  supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 

Nondurable  goods1 

Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists' 
sundries  

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials1 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


8  376 


1  477 

(S) 
845 

212 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

3  012 

(S) 

6  919 

330 

206 
346 

2  071 
549 

(S) 
1   181 

(S) 
1    160 


6  880 


943 
191 
321 

111 
732 
589 

443 

2  853 

(NA) 

6  845 

237 

194 
(NA) 

1  632 
(NA) 
409 

1  488 
636 
966 


7  770 


1  441 

(S) 
795 

205 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

2  696 
412 


288 

193 

313 

1   816 

480 

(S) 

1   071 

(S) 

1  065 


12  530 


6  416 


903 
189 
285 

103 
656 
584 

420 

2  636 

(NA) 

6  114 

224 

186 
235 

1  435 
(NA) 
362 

1  269 
614 
904 


2  996 


1   449 


354 
(S) 
(S) 

30 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 
373 
(S) 

1  547 

(S) 

61 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 


3  731 


1  763 


323 
(NA) 
(NA) 

(NA) 
172 
128 

(NA) 
613 
(NA) 

1  967 

67 

57 
(NA) 

454 
(NA) 
(NA) 

290 
(NA) 

273 


10  978 


6  321 


1  087 

(S) 
(S) 

175 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

2  323 
326 

4  657 

242 

131 

245 

1   399 

303 

(S) 
764 

(S) 
865 


4  653 


581 
102 
180 

78 
484 
457 

258 

2  023 
(NA) 

4  147 

157 

129 
161 

981 
(NA) 

290 
(NA) 

365 

631 


36 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 

(S) 
316 
(S) 

715 

42 

13 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 


463 


(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 

(NA) 

76 

(NA) 

(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 

731 

(NA) 

(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 
(NA) 
218 
(NA) 
(NA) 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.   See  table  1 5  for  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation). 

1Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 


Table  6.    Sales,  Annual  Payroll,  and  Employer  Costs  for  Fringe  Benefits  by  Major  Kind  of 
Business:    1987 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.   Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Sales 


Operating 
expenses1 


Annual 
payroll2 


Employer  costs  for  fringe  benefits 


Total 


Legally 
required 
expend- 
itures 


Voluntary 
expend- 
itures 


Annual  payroll  as 
percent  of— 


Sales 


Operating 
expenses 


Employer  costs  for  fringe 
benefits  as  percent  of— 


Operating 
expenses 


Annual 
payroll 


50 

501 
502 
503 
504 

505 
506 
507 

508 
509 

51 

511 
512 
513 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 
519 


Merchant  wholesalers3 

Durable  goods3 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and  supplies  — 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials 

Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and  hobby 

goods,  toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum3 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating  equipment  and 

supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 

Nondurable  goods3 

Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists'  sundries  ___ 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials3 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


1  491  147 

727  730 

155  176 
26  939 
58  375 

20  444 
67  598 
93  697 

41  386 

197  100 
67  015 

763  417 

40  818 
33  977 
46  572 

223  020 

102  302 

26  460 

124  899 

41  587 
123  782 


21  141 
6  728 
10  755 

4  852 
9  818 

19  223 

8  802 
49  496 

6  910 

101  905 

8  182 
3  413 

10  309 
26  840 

5  324 
5  659 

9  462 

7  797 

(S) 


107  689 
63  182 

8  423 

3  362 
5  321 

1  696 

4  532 
8  734 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 

44  507 

4  250 

(S) 

3  907 

13  350 

1  888 

2  520 

3  519 
3  761 

(S) 


19  504 

11  165 

1  691 
518 
926 

309 
896 

1  475 

786 

4  084 
(S) 

8  339 

797 
273 
(S) 

2  674 
366 

(S) 

658 

778 

1  712 


10  047 

5  745 

804 
286 
(S) 

167 
449 
725 

403 

2  168 

(S) 

4  303 

365 
130 

(S) 

1  346 

194 

(S) 
353 
393 
992 


9  457 

5  421 

888 
232 
(S) 

142 
447 
750 

383 

1  915 
(S) 

4  036 

432 
143 

(S) 

1  328 

173 

(S) 
305 
385 
720 


8.7 

5.4 
12.5 
9.1 

8.3 
6.7 
9.3 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 

5.8 

10.4 
(S) 
8.4 
6.0 
1.8 
9.5 
2.8 
9.0 
(S) 


44.9 

45.9 

39.8 
50.0 
49.5 

34.9 
46.2 
45.4 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 

43.7 

51.9 
(S) 
37.9 
49.7 
35.5 
44.5 
37.2 
48.2 
(S) 


8.1 

8.0 
7.7 
8.6 

6.4 
9.1 
7.7 

8.9 
8.3 
(S) 

8.2 

9.7 
8.0 
(S) 

10.0 
6.9 
(S) 
7.0 

10.0 
(S) 


20.1 
15.4 
17.4 

18.2 
19.8 
16.9 

(S) 
(S) 
(S) 

18.7 

18.8 

(S) 

(S) 

20.0 

19.4 

(S) 

18.7 

20.7 

(S) 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.    For  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation)  see  explanation  in  appendix  A  for  percentage  columns  and  table 
15  for  other  columns. 

1Operating  expenses  are  not  the  same  as  in  other  reports  from  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  due  to  their  sample  basis  and  inclusion  of  auxiliaries. 
2Payroll  data  are  not  the  same  as  in  other  reports  from  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  due  to  their  sample  basis  and  inclusion  of  auxiliaries. 

3Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 
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Table  7.    Annual  Payroll  and  Employer  Costs  for  Fringe  Benefits  by  Legal  Form  of 
Organization:  1987 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.   Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


Legal  form  of  organization1 


Annual  payroll2 


Employer  costs  for  fringe  benefits 


Total 


Legally  required 
expenditures 


Voluntary 
expenditures 


Employer  costs  for 

fringe  benefits  as 

percent  of 

annual  payroll 


Merchant  wholesalers . 


Corporations  . 
All  other 


Durable  goods . 


Corporations. 
All  other 


Nondurable  goods 


Corporations  . 
All  other 


107  689 


103  552 
4  137 


63   182 


61   266 
1  916 


44  507 


42  286 
2  221 


19  504 


18  775 
729 


11   165 


10  838 
327 


339 


7  937 
402 


10  047 


9  614 
433 


5  745 


5  544 
200 


4  303 


4  070 
233 


9  457 


9  161 
296 


5  421 


5  294 
(S) 


4  036 


3  867 
169 


18.1 


18.1 
17.6 


17.7 


17.7 
17.1 


18.7 


18.8 
18.1 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.    For  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation)  see  explanation  in  appendix  A  for  percentage  columns  and  table 
1 5  for  other  columns. 

'Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.   For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 

2Payroll  data  are  not  the  same  as  in  other  reports  from  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  due  to  their  sample  basis  and  inclusion  of  auxiliaries. 


Table  8.    Operating  Expenses  by  Type  and  by  Major  Kind  of  Business:   1987 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.   Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 

code 


Kind  of  business 


Operating 
expenses' 


Annual  payroll2 


Amount 


Percent 


Employer  costs 
for  fringe  benefits 


Amount 


Percent 


Taxes  and 
license  fees 


Amount 


Percent 


Depreciation  and 

amortization 

charges 


Amount 


Percent 


Lease  and 
rental  payments 


Amount 


Percent 


Telephone  and 
other  purchased 
communications 


Amount 


Percent 


Purchased 
utilities3 


Amount 


Percent 


50 

501 

502 

503 

504 

505 

506 
507 

508 

509 

51 

511 
512 

513 

514 
515 
516 
517 

518 

519 


Merchant  wholesalers4.  _. 
Durable  goods* 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive 

parts  and  supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings  . 
Lumber  and  other  construction 

materials 

Sporting,  recreational, 

photographic,  and  hobby  goods, 

toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except 

petroleum4 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and 

heating  equipment  and  supplies 
Machinery,  equipment,  and 

supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 

Nondurable  goods4 

Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and 

druggists'  sundries 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and 

notions 

Groceries  and  related  products  ., 

Farm-product  raw  materials4 

Chemicals  and  allied  products  ... 
Petroleum  and  petroleum 

products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic 

beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


239  629 


137  724 


21  141 
6  728 


10  755 


4  852 

9  818 
19  223 

8  802 

49  496 

6  910 

101  905 

8  182 

3  413 

10  309 
26  840 

5  324 
5  659 

9  462 

7  797 

(S) 


107  689 


63  182 


8  423 
3  362 


5  321 


1  696 


4  532 
8  734 


44  507 

4  250 

(S) 

3  907 
13  350 

1  888 

2  520 

3  519 

3  761 
(S) 


44.9 


45.9 


39.8 
50.0 


49.5 


34.9 

46.2 
45.4 

(S) 

(S) 
(S) 


(S) 

37.9 
49.7 
35.5 
44.5 

37.2 

48.2 
(S) 


19  504 


11  165 


1  691 
518 


926 


309 


896 
1  475 


786 


4  084 
(S) 


797 

273 

(S) 

2  674 

366 

(S) 

658 

778 

1  712 


8.1 


8.1 


8.0 
77 


86 


6.4 


9.1 
7.7 


8.9 


8.3 
(S) 


9.7 

8.0 

(S) 

10.0 

6.9 

(S) 

7.0 

10.0 
(S) 


5  415 


1  549 


230 
(S) 

136 


46 


152 

173 


100 


543 
(S) 


90 
44 

(S) 
475 
118 

(S) 

236 

(S) 
(S) 


2.3 


1.1 


1.1 

(S) 

3.8 

1.1 

1.3 

(S) 
18 
22 
(S) 

2.6 

[Sj 
(S) 


13  366 


7  426 


1  229 
285 


(S) 


182 

(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

2  820 
(S) 


5  940 

304 

152 

(S) 

1  622 

639 

(S) 

979 

369 
1  154 


5.6 


5.4 


5.8 
4.2 

(S) 


3.8 

(S) 
(S) 

(S) 

5.7 
(S) 


5.8 

3.7 

4.4 

(S) 

6.0 

12.0 

(S) 

10.3 

4.7 
(S) 


12  043 


6  934 


1  180 
470 


516 


(S) 

(S) 
924 

554 

2  382 
(S) 

5  109 

494 

179 

(S) 

1  212 

258 

263 

548 

391 
1  218 


5.0 


5.0 


5.6 
7.0 


4.8 


(S) 

(S) 
4.8 

6.3 

4.8 
(S) 


6.0 

5.3 

(S) 
4,5 
48 
4.6 


50 
(S) 


4  688 


387 
130 


(S) 


82 

232 
520 

203 

1  201 
(S) 


177 
(S) 

(S) 
384 

80 
107 

(S) 

65 

(S) 


2.0 


2.4 
2.7 

2.3 

2.4 
(S) 


2.2 
(S) 
(S) 

1.4 
1  5 
1.9 

(S) 

.8 

(S) 


4  377 


357 
84 


67 

(S) 
251 

129 

633 
(S) 


118 

49 

(S) 
849 
248 
129 

226 

106 
(S) 


1.8 


1.7 
1.2 


(S) 
1.3 

1.5 

1.3 
(S) 


1.4 

1.4 

(S) 
3.2 
4.7 
2.3 


1.4 
(S) 
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Table  8.    Operating  Expenses  by  Type  and  by  Major  Kind  of  Business:    1987-Con. 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.   Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Purchased  office 
supplies 


Amount 


Percent 


Purchased 
packaging  and 
other  materials 


Amount 


Percent 


Advertising  services 


Percent 


Commissions  paid 


Contract  work 


Percent 


Purchased  repair 
services 


Percent 


Other  operating 
expenses 


Amount 


Percent 


Merchant  wholesalers'. 


Durable  goods4 


501 


502 
503 


505 

506 
507 

508 

509 

51 

511 
512 

513 

514 
515 
516 
517 

518 

519 


Motor  vehicles  and  automotive 

parts  and  supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings  ._ 
Lumber  and  other  construction 

materials 

Sporting,  recreational, 

photographic,  and  hobby  goods, 

toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except 

petroleum4 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and 

heating  equipment  and  supplies. 
Machinery,  equipment,  and 

supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 

Nondurable  goods4 


Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and 

druggists'  sundries 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and 

notions 

Groceries  and  related  products  .. 

Farm-product  raw  materials4 

Chemicals  and  allied  products  --- 
Petroleum  and  petroleum 

products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic 

beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods  - 


3  243 


210 
89 


75 

113 
309 

146 

750 
89 

1  336 

131 

56 

(S) 

324 

54 

79 

121 

75 
367 


1.4 


1.4 


1.2 


1.5 


1.7 


3  189 


1  635 


258 
(S) 


(S) 


130 

(S) 
173 

(S) 

383 
(S) 


70 

(S) 

(S) 
(S) 
59 
(S) 

(S) 

(S) 
406 


1.2 


(S) 

(S) 
(S) 

1.1 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 
(S) 


5  929 


(S) 
214 


178 


(S) 

68 

903 

(S) 

1  295 

(S) 

2  225 


111 

(S) 

346 

35 

56 

(S) 

343 
686 


4.3 


(S) 
3.2 


(S) 

.7 
4.7 

(S) 

2.6 
(S) 

2.2 

1.2 

3.3 

(S) 

1.3 

.7 

1.0 

(S) 

4.4 
(S) 


3  243 


(S) 
296 


(S) 


(S) 

197 
492 

(S) 

(S) 
(S) 

3  049 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 
(S) 
72 
(S) 


2.4 


(S) 
4.4 

(S) 


(S) 

2.0 

2.6 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 


3.0 


1  248 


(S) 


(S) 

(S) 
114 

(S) 

366 
91 


995 

(S) 

(S) 

(S) 
(S) 
56 
(S) 


1   984 


299 
(S) 


224 
183 


581 
(S) 


112 
48 

(S) 
707 
223 

(S) 

407 

188 
432 


1.4 
(S) 

2.6 


2.3 
.9 

1.6 

1.2 
(S) 


1.4 

1.4 

(S) 
2.6 
4.2 

(S) 


2.4 

(S) 


26  337 


4  193 
973 


(S) 


(S) 
(S) 

1   365 

(S) 
(S) 


1   268 

789 

(S) 
(S) 

1  229 

(S) 

2  196 

1   340 
(S) 


19.1 


19.8 
14.5 

(S) 


(S) 
(S) 

15.5 

(S) 
(S) 


15.5 

23.1 

(S) 

(S) 

23.1 

(S) 

23.2 

17.2 
(S) 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.   For  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation)  see  explanation  in  appendix  A  for  percentage  columns  and  table 
1 5  for  other  columns. 

'Operating  expenses  are  not  the  same  as  in  other  reports  from  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  due  to  their  sample  basis  and  inclusion  of  auxiliaries. 
2Pay rol l  data  are  not  the  same  as  in  other  reports  from  the  1 987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  due  to  their  sample  basis  and  inclusion  of  auxiliaries. 

3These  data  represent  only  utilities  which  were  purchased  by  firms  in  1987,  and  exclude  those  utility  costs  which  were  part  of  normal  lease  and  rental  payments  or  franchise  fees. 
■•Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 


Table  9.    Detailed  Purchased  Utilities  by  Major  Kind  of  Business:   1987 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.   Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC  code 


Kind  of  business 


Operating  expenses1 


Cost  of  purchased  utilities2 


All  utilities 


Electricity 


Fuels  (nonhighway) 


Water,  sewer,  and  other 
utilities 


Merchant  wholesalers3 . 


50 

501 
502 
503 
504 

505 
506 
507 

508 
509 


511 
512 
513 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 
519 


Durable  goods3 


Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and  supplies  .. 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials 

Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and  hobby 

goods,  toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum3 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating  equipment  and 

supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 

Nondurable  goods3 


Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists'  sundries  . 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials3 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


239  629 

137  724 

21  141 

6  728 

10  755 

4  852 

9  818 

19  223 

8  802 

49  496 

6  910 

101  905 

8  182 

3  413 

10  309 

26  840 

5  324 

5  659 

9  462 

7  797 

(S) 

4  377 

2  085 

357 

84 

237 

67 
(S) 
251 

129 
633 
(S) 

2  292 

118 
49 
(S) 
849 
248 
129 
226 
106 
(S) 


1  374 

239 
60 
118 

44 
130 
174 

85 
436 
(S) 

1  456 

83 
31 
(S) 

526 

172 
(S) 

145 
72 

289 


501 

78 
15 
(S) 

15 
45 
56 

30 
133 
(S) 

601 

20 
15 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
61 
25 
135 


210 


(S) 

(S) 
14 
21 

14 
65 
(S) 

235 

15 
4 
(S) 
(S) 
16 
(S) 
21 
9 
44 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.   See  table  1 5  for  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation). 

'Operating  expenses  are  not  the  same  as  in  other  reports  from  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  due  to  their  sample  basis  and  inclusion  of  auxiliaries. 
^These  data  represent  only  utilities  which  were  purchased  by  firms  in  1 987,  and  exclude  those  utility  costs  which  were  part  of  normal  lease  and  rental  payments  or  franchise  fees. 
3Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 
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Table  10.    Detailed  Repair  Services  by  Major  Kind  of  Business:    1987 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.   Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Operating 
expenses1 


Purchased  repair  services 


Total 


Buildings, 
structures,  and 
related  facilities 


Machinery  and 
equipment 


Acquisition  value 

of  depreciable 

assets  at 

end  of  1987 


Capital 

expenditures 

(other  than  land) 


50 

501 

502 
503 
504 

505 
506 
507 
508 
509 

51 

511 
512 
513 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 
519 


Merchant  wholesalers2 

Durable  goods2 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and  supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials 

Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and  hobby  goods,  toys 

and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum2 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  olumbing  and  heating  equipment  and  supplies. 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 

Nondurable  goods2 

Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists'  sundries 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials2 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


239  629 

137  724 

21  141 
6  728 
10  755 

4  852 
9  818 

19  223 

8  802 

49  496 

6  910 

101  905 

8  182 
3  413 

10  309 
26  840 

5  324 
5  659 

9  462 

7  797 

(S) 


4  265 


299 
(S) 
280 

51 
224 
183 
142 
581 

(S) 

2  281 

112 
48 
(S) 
707 
223 
(S) 
407 
188 
432 


1  199 


117 
(S) 
48 

12 
55 
78 
57 
204 
23 

585 

32 
14 
(S) 

164 
74 
(S) 

100 
41 

113 


3  067 


182 
(S) 
231 

39 
169 
105 

85 
377 
149 

1  696 

81 
34 
(S) 
543 
149 
(S) 
307 
147 
319 


137  313 


70  534 


11 

238 

2 

694 

6 

758 

1 

801 

7 

350 

(S) 

(S) 

23 

856 

(S) 

66 

780 

2 

680 

1 

821 

3 

181 

17 

573 

8  714 

4 

337 

13 

301 

4  006 

11 

166 

8  376 

1  477 
(S) 
845 

212 
(S) 
(S) 
(S) 
3  012 
(S) 


330 
206 
346 
071 
549 

(S) 
181 

(S) 
160 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.   See  table  15  for  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation). 

'Operating  expenses  are  not  the  same  as  in  other  reports  from  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  due  to  their  sample  basis  and  inclusion  of  auxiliaries. 

2Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 


Table  11.    Sales,  Cost  of  Goods  Sold,  and  Measures  of  Value  Produced  by  Major  Kind  of 
Business:    1987 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.  Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Sales 


Cost  of 
goods  sold 


Gross  margin 


Value  added 


Net  income  produced  at- 


Market  prices 


Amount 


Percent  of 
sales 


Factor  cost 


Amount 


Percent  of 
sales 


50 

501 
502 
503 
504 

505 
506 
507 

508 
509 


511 
512 
513 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 
519 


Merchant  wholesalers1 

Durable  goods1 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and  supplies  .. 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials 

Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and  hobby 

goods,  toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum1 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating  equipment  and 

supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 

Nondurable  goods1  

Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists'  sundries  ... 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials' 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


727  730 

155  176 
26  939 
58  375 

20  444 
67  598 
93  697 

41  386 
197  100 
67  015 


40  818 
33  977 
46  572 

223  020 
102  302 
26  460 
124  899 

41  587 
123  782 


1   190  694 


128  849 

19  322 
42  872 

14  546 
54  426 
69  832 

30  456 
139  257 

56  426 

634  709 

31  451 
28  988 

32  642 
189  217 

91   531 

20  094 
112  915 

32  065 
95  806 


300  452 


26  327 

7  617 

15  503 

5  898 

(S) 

23  865 

10  930 
57  843 
10  589 


9  367 

4  989 

13  930 

33  803 

(S) 

6  366 

11   984 

(S) 

(S) 


287  844 

165  079 

25  425 

7  285 

(S) 

5  606 

(S) 

23  038 

(S) 
55  776 
10   122 


9  031 

4  823 

13  221 

32  052 

(S) 

6  010 

11   439 

(S) 

(S) 


206  798 

117  343 

16  759 

5  141 

(S) 

3  279 
9  418 

(S) 

(S) 

39  345 

7  507 


6  627 

3  556 
8  596 

25  084 
(S) 

4  138 

7  913 
6  971 

18   113 


13.9 


10.8 

19.1 

(S) 

16.0 

13.9 

(S) 

(S) 
20.0 
11.2 


16.2 
10.5 
18.5 
11.2 

(S) 
15.6 

6.3 
16.8 
14.6 


188  017 


15  300 
4  769 
10  996 

3  051 
8  782 
14  852 

7  550 

35  981 

(S) 


6  232 

(S) 

8   154 

22  987 

(S) 

3  682 

6  698 

6  264 

(S) 


12.6 


9.9 
17.7 
18.8 

14.9 
13.0 
15.9 

18.2 

18.3 

(S) 

10.4 

15.3 

(S) 
17.5 
10.3 

(S) 
13.9 

5.4 
15.1 

(S) 


Note:    Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.   For  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coolficients  of  variation)  see  explanation  in  appendix  A  for  percentage  columns  and  table 
15  for  other  columns 

^ales  data  lor  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  ol  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  ol  these  differences  see  Method  ol 
Estimation  in  appendix  A 
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Table  12.    Comparative  Statistics  on  Operating  Expenses  and  Measures  of  Value  Produced 
by  Major  Kind  of  Business:    1987  and  1982 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.  Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Operating  expenses' 


Gross  margin 


Value  added 


Net  income  produced  at- 


Market  prices 


Factor  cost 


1987 


1982 


Merchant  wholesalers2. 


Durable  goods2 


501 
502 
503 
504 

505 
506 
507 

508 
509 


511 
512 
513 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 
519 


Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and  supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials 

Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and  hobby  goods, 

toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum1 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating  equipment  and 

supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 


Nondurable  goods2. 


Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists'  sundries. 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials2 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


137  724 

21  141 
6  728 
10  755 

4  852 
9  818 
19  223 

8  802 

49  496 

6  910 


8  182 
3  413 

10  309 

26  840 

5  324 

5  659 

9  462 
7  797 

(S) 


98  622 

14  542 
4  487 

6  639 

3  232 

8  061 

11  176 

7  406 
36  177 

6  903 


5  519 
2  767 

(NA) 
21  688 

(NA) 
4  331 
7  379 

6  744 
13  357 


26  327 
7  617 
15  503 

5  898 

(S) 

23  865 

10  930 
57  843 
10  589 


9  367 

4  989 

13  930 

33  803 

(S) 

6  366 

11  984 

(S) 

(S) 


20  461 
5  166 
7  783 

4  486 
10  084 
13  108 

7  884 
42  293 

5  459 


5  476 
3  763 
9  355 
23  505 
(NA) 
5  686 

8  758 

9  046 
18  761 


165  079 

25  425 

7  285 

(S) 

5  606 

(S) 
23  038 

(S) 
55  776 

10  122 

122  765 

9  031 

4  823 

13  221 

32  052 

(S) 

6  010 

11  439 

(S) 
(S) 


110  266 

19  592 
4  697 
7  389 

4  268 
9  157 
12  610 

7  514 
40  163 

4  875 

84  154 

5  204 
3  610 

8  410 
21  169 

(NA) 

5  397 

8  363 

8  812 

17  657 


117  343 

16  759 

5  141 

(S) 

3  279 

9  418 

(S) 

(S) 

39  345 

7  507 

89  455 

6  627 

3  556 

8  596 
25  084 

(S) 

4  138 

7  913 
6  971 

18  113 


76  279 

14  654 
3  063 

5  148 

2  768 

6  545 

7  936 

5  060 
28  609 

2  495 

59  080 

3  517 

2  718 
5  569 

14  223 
(NA) 

3  807 

5  360 

6  845 
13  571 


188  017 

108  367 

15  300 
4  769 
10  996 

3  051 

8  782 
14  852 

7  550 
35  981 

(S) 

79  649 

6  232 

(S) 

8  154 
22  987 

(S) 
3  682 
6  698 
6  264 

(S) 


122  858 


13  873 
2  911 

4  735 

2  668 

5  963 
7  516 

4  734 

26  542 

1  862 


3  328 

2  571 
5  396 

12  936 
(NA) 

3  504 

4  466 

5  887 
11  246 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.   See  table  15  for  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation). 

'Operating  expenses  are  not  the  same  as  in  other  reports  from  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  due  to  their  sample  basis  and  inclusion  of  auxiliaries. 

2Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 


Table  13.    Sales,  Cost  of  Goods  Sold,  Measures  of  Value  Produced,  and  Annual  Payroll  by 
Legal  Form  of  Organization:   1987 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.    Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


Legal  form  of  organization' 


Sales 


Cost  of 
goods  sold 


Gross  margin 


Amount 


Percent 
of  sales 


Value  added 


Amount 


Percent 
of  sales 


Net  income  produced  at— 


Market  prices 


Amount 


Percent 
of  sales 


Factor  cost 


Amount 


Percent 
of  sales 


Annual  payroll2 


Amount 


Percent 
of  sales 


Merchant  wholesalers 


Corporations . 
All  other 


Durable  goods 


Corporations . 
All  other 


Nondurable  goods. 


Corporations . 
All  other 


1  415  289 
75  858 


727  730 


703  952 
23  778 


711   337 
52  080 


1   190  694 


1   129  268 
61   427 


538  371 

(S) 

634  709 

590  897 
43  812 


300  452 

286  021 

(S) 

171   744 

165  581 
(S) 

128  708 

120  440 
(S) 


20.1 

20.2 
(S) 

23.6 

23.5 
(S) 


16.9 
(S) 


274  094 
(S) 

165  079 

159  207 
(S) 


114  887 
(S) 


19.4 
(S) 

22.7 

22.6 
(S) 


16.2 
(S) 


196  429 
(S) 

117  343 

113  058 
(S) 

89  455 

83  371 
(S) 


13.9 
(S) 

16.1 

16.1 
(S) 


11.7 
(S) 


178  567 
(S) 

108  367 

104  393 
(S) 


74  173 
(S) 


12.6 
(S) 

14.9 

14.8 
(S) 


10.4 
(S) 


103  552 
4  137 


63   182 


61   266 
1   916 


42  286 
2  221 


7.3 
5.5 


8.7 


8.7 
8.1 


5.9 
4.3 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.   For  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation)  see  explanation  in  appendix  A  for  percentage  columns  and  table 
15  for  other  columns. 

'Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 

2Payroll  data  are  not  the  same  as  in  other  reports  from  the  1 987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  due  to  their  sample  basis  and  inclusion  of  auxiliaries. 
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Table  14.    Acquisition  Value  of  Depreciable  Assets,  Capital  Expenditures,  Sales,  and  Total 
Operating  Expenses  of  Corporations  by  Major  Kind  of  Business:   1987 

[Dollar  amounts  are  in  millions.  Data  are  shown  only  for  establishments  with  payroll.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Acquisition  value  of  depreciable 
assets  at— 


End  of  1987 


End  of  1986 


Capital 

expenditures 

(other  than  land) 


Sales 


Purchases  of 

merchandise 

for  resale 


Operating 
expenses1 


50 

501 
502 
503 
504 

505 
506 
507 
508 
509 

51 

511 
512 
513 
514 
515 
516 
517 
518 
519 


Merchant  wholesalers2 


Durable  goods2 


128  946 


68  438 


Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and  supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials 

Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and  hobby  goods,  toys 

and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum1 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating  equipment  and  supplies. 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 


Nondurable  goods2 


Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists'  sundries  . 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials2 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


10 

715 

2 

588 

6 

715 

1 

782 

7 

151 

8 

281 

(S) 

23 

04/ 

3 

786 

60 

509 

2 

593 

1 

756 

3 

163 

16 

604 

6  823 

4 

279 

12 

345 

3 

914 

9  032 

63  364 

9  791 
2  301 

5  996 

1  673 

6  920 

(S) 

(S) 

21  691 

(S) 

55  561 

2  368 

1  594 

2  905 
15  065 

6  450 

3  661 
11  504 

3  727 
8  287 


8  132 

1  436 
(S) 
837 

209 
482 

1  156 
349 

2  894 
432 

6  569 

325 

202 

341 
1  951 

487 

(S) 

1  107 

388 
1  099 


703  952 

150  102 
25  947 
55  579 

19  851 
66  361 
91  889 
40  251 
189  906 
64  066 

711  337 

39  844 
33  458 
45  023 

209  063 
85  797 
25  964 

118  250 
39  737 

114  201 


1  140  559 
544  397 

126  493 

18  560 
41  138 

14  129 
53  737 
69  067 
29  999 
136  204 
55  070 

596  162 

31  047 

29  182 
31  674 

178  341 
79  827 

19  494 
106  705 

30  689 
89  203 


229  781 


20  302 
6  512 
10  513 

4  799 

9  544 
18  872 

8  584 
47  669 

6  496 


8  016 

3  342 

9  943 
25  182 

4  513 

5  532 
8  814 
7  537 

23  610 


Note:   Detail  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding.   See  table  15  for  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation). 

'Operating  expenses  are  not  the  same  as  in  other  reports  from  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  due  to  their  sample  basis  and  inclusion  of  auxiliaries. 

2Sales  data  for  SIC's  5051  pt.  and  the  515  trade  group  are  reported  on  a  different  basis  than  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.    For  an  explanation  of  these  differences  see  Method  of 
Estimation  in  appendix  A. 


Table  15.    Estimated  Relative  Standard  Errors  by  Major  Kind  of  Business:    1987 

[Coefficient  of  variation  in  percent.   For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Capital  expenditures  (other  than  land) 


Total 


New 
capital 
expend- 
itures 


New 

buildings, 

structures, 

and 

related 

facilities 


New 
highway 
vehicles 


New 

computer 

hardware 

and  data 

processing 

equipment 


All  other 
new 
capital 
expend- 
itures 


Used 
capital 
expend- 
itures 


Acquisition  value  of  depreciable  assets 


End  of  1987 


Total 


Buildings, 

structures. 

and 

related 

facilities 


Machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 


End  of  1986 


Total 


Buildings, 

structures, 

and 

related 

facilities 


Machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 


502 
503 
504 

505 
506 
507 

508 
509 


511 
512 

513 
514 
515 
518 
517 
518 
519 


Merchant  wholesalers' 

Durable  goods' 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and 
supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials  ... 
Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and 

hobby  goods,  toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum' 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating 

equipment  and  supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 

Nondurable  goods' 

Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists' 

sundries _ 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials' 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 
Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table 


3.5 


2.7 


3.5 


4  5 

4.5 

70 

16.1 

8.1 

86 

65 

7.1 
10.8 

4.6 


34 


16.9 


9.8 

12.4 
7.9 
78 

120 

75 
7.7 


10.9 

129 
7.2 
92 

10  3 

7.9 
7.6 


17.3 


7.0 


16.6 


160 
162 


4.1 
5.4 

16.0 
16.2 
17.5 

8.4 
5.0 


11.7 
88 
120 

11.3 

9.6 


4.0 


12  0 
14.2 


6.5 


11.2 


16.6 


16.7 

7.5 

10.1 
8.2 


4.5 
12.0 
10.6 

9.5 

6.9 


6.0 

9.9 
7.4 
10.0 
59 
7.4 
5.7 
5.3 
5.8 


15.2 


11.3 
5.4 


9.5 

10.3 


■i  B 
7.0 


7.0 


13.0 


35 


6.3 

10.8 


12.7 
7.1 


4.7 
12.4 
11.1 

10.1 
7.0 


3.4 


3.3 

5.4 

11.0 
7.8 

10.4 
6.1 
6.3 
6.1 
5.9 
6.1 


15.4 
8.9 


11.6 
5.4 


8.9 
10.9 


2.7 

3.8 

5.5 


13.9 
7.6 


3.5 

3.7 

5.9 

11.9 

11.7 
7  1 
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[Coefficient  of  variation  in  percent.    For  meaning  of  abbreviations  and  symbols,  see  introductory  text] 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Deduc- 
tions 
from 
depreci- 
able 
assets 


Depreciation  charges 


Total 


Buildings, 

structures, 

and 

related 

facilities 


Machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 


Operating 
expenses 


Annual 
payroll 


Employer  cost  for  fringe 

benefits 

(other  than  land) 


Total 


Legally 
required 


Voluntary 
programs 


Lease  and  rental  payments 


Total 


Buildings, 

structures, 

and 

related 

facilities 


Machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 


Merchant  wholesalers1 

Durable  goods1 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and 
supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials  ._. 
Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and 

hobby  goods,  toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum1 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating 

equipment  and  supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 

Nondurable  goods1 

Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists' 
sundries 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials1 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 
Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


4.3 
5.1 

11.5 
15.1 
16.8 


4.6 
12.1 


7.8 


9.8 
15.2 
11.7 


3.3 

9.0 

11.8 

7.7 
16.0 

5.6 

5.5 
7.3 


13.6 


11.1 
7.3 


6.8 


10.2 
2.8 

3.4 

10.4 

12.3 

8.5 
12.6 

5.2 
5.7 


7.2 
6.1 
2.9 

4.4 
2.9 

3.3 

8.2 

6.2 

5.8 
6.0 

7.0 
3.7 
11.1 


5.4 
8.1 
3.2 

6.9 
3.8 

2.7 
9.2 

8.2 

5.6 
8.4 

7.6 
2.7 
6.6 


6.4 
80 


2.4 

4.5 
4.3 

3.4 

5.9 

10.7 

5.8 

9.3 
10.3 
7.4 
5.3 
11.5 


2.3 

5.7 
4.5 

4.1 

5.1 

13.4 

6.1 
13.2 
10.8 
8.1 
6.1 
13.3 


2.9 
3.6 


5.9 
11.2 


5.8 

11.5 


4.5 

14.6 

12.3 

9.0 
7.6 
13.8 
11.7 
10.3 
11.8 


Purchased  utilities 


Kind  of  business 


Total 


Cost  of 
electricity 


Cost  of 
fuel 


Cost  of 

water, 

sewer, 

and 

other 

utilities 


Purchased 

office 

supplies 


Purchased 

packaging 

and  other 

materials 


Advertising 
services 


Commis- 
sions 
paid 


Contract 
work 


Repair  work 


Buildings, 

structures, 

and 

related 

facilities 


Machinery, 

equipment, 

and  other 


Merchant  wholesalers' 

Durable  goods1 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and 
supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials  - 
Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and 

hobby  goods,  toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum1  „ 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating 

equipment  and  supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 


Nondurable  goods1 

Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists' 
sundries  

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials1 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages . 
Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


2.6 
2.2 

3.3 
5.9 
13.3 

10.1 

2.5 

6.7 
3.1 

4.6 


8.0 

11.3 
9.8 
5.6 
7.4 
4.7 


1.9 
1.8 

3.6 

5.6 

10.2 

10.2 
5.6 
2.3 

5.4 
3.5 

3.2 

9.7 

7.3 

7.0 
9.2 

8.1 
4.3 
6.3 


6.1 
5.2 


7.8 
15.4 


10.9 
5.9 
8.2 

15.6 
5.2 

10.3 

8.6 
13.2 


7.3 
16.5 
14.4 


5.9 
11.5 


7.6 
5.9 

12.4 
6.2 

9.4 

9.8 
10.3 

4.8 

11.1 
6.8 
15.2 


3.3 
4.9 

4.5 
6.9 
2.2 

7.1 
3.8 
13.0 

3.2 

5.4 


14.8 
7.4 

6.9 

6.8 

16.8 


15.8 
15.3 


8.9 
2.3 


8.1 

6.1 

11.8 

8.5 

16.9 
9.0 
17.4 

6.3 

16.2 


11.6 
9.9 


15.2 


8.5 


16.0 
17.4 

10.2 


16.5 
14.5 


2.3 
3.0 

5.5 

12.3 

11.2 
5.7 
3.7 

8.5 

5.6 

3.4 

6.1 

9.9 

7.5 
6.5 


6.6 
8.8 


3.1 
3.3 

6.0 

12.4 

6.4 
12.0 
6.8 

10.0 

7.1 

14.4 

5.3 

11.7 


14.4 
6.0 

13.9 

6.3 

11.0 


2.7 
3.9 

6.9 

14.3 

14.0 
6.8 
5.0 

11.1 

7.5 

15.5 

3.7 

6.3 


7.8 
9.3 

9.0 
7.6 
9.6 


1972 
SIC 
code 


Kind  of  business 


Telephone 
and  other 
communi- 
cation 
services 


Other 

expenses 


Inventories 


Purchases  of 

merchandise 

for  resale 


Cost  of 
goods  sold 


Gross 
margin 


Value 
added 


Net  income 

produced  at 

market 

prices 


Net  income 

produced  at 

factor  cost 


Merchant  wholesalers1 


Durable  goods1 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and 
supplies 

Furniture  and  home  furnishings 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials  . 
Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and 

hobby  goods,  toys  and  supplies 

Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum1 .. 

Electrical  goods 

Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating 

equipment  and  supplies 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods 


Nondurable  goods1 

Paper  and  paper  products 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists' 
sundries  

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions 

Groceries  and  related  products 

Farm-product  raw  materials1 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages . 
Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods 


9.1 

5.8 
1.9 

5.3 

3.5 

3.5 
6.7 


2.8 

5.9 
12.9 

5.9 

9.5 
5.1 


1.5 
1.9 

4.0 

10.0 

7.2 

4.7 
6.7 
3.0 

5.6 
3.9 
10.7 

2.1 

3.4 

4.0 
4.6 
4.0 
8.7 
10.4 
7.0 
5.6 
5.1 


1.5 
2.0 

4.0 

12.1 

7.3 

5.0 
6.6 
3.3 

4.4 
4.0 
9.6 

2.3 

3.5 

2.7 
4.9 
4.1 
10.0 
15.1 
6.5 
6.0 
5.7 


1.5 
1.5 

4.7 

7.0 
8.2 

3.9 


3.4 
2.4 
6.9 

2.8 

3.4 

8.2 
4.5 
6.2 

7.3 

4.9 


4.8 
7.0 


4.2 
3.3 

2.4 
7.2 

2.8 

3.4 

8.3 

4.6 
6.3 

7.5 

5.0 


2.0 
2.0 


2.9 
9.6 

3.8 

3.8 

10.8 
6.3 
8.0 

10.5 
5.5 
3.2 
6.1 


2.2 
2.2 

6.5 

9.1 
11.3 

7.6 
5.1 
4.6 

4.3 
3.3 

4.3 

3.8 


6.6 
8.7 

11.7 
6.1 
4.0 


Note:   This  table  excludes  estimated  measures  of  sampling  variability  (coefficients  of  variation)  for  percentages  shown  in  other  tables.   For  an  explanation  of  these  measures  see  Limitations 
of  the  Data  in  appendix  A. 
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APPENDIX  A. 
General  Explanation 


SAMPLE  DESIGN 

The  1987  Assets  and  Expenditures  Survey  sample 
consists  of  all  sampling  units  tabulated  in  the  production  of 
monthly  estimates  of  wholesale  sales  published  in  the 
Current  Business  Report  Series  BW,  Monthly  Wholesale 
Trade,  for  November  and  December  1987  and  January 
1 988.  The  sampling  procedures  as  it  was  carried  out  for 
the  1987  Annual  Trade  Survey  is  described  below. 

The  annual  sample  consists  of  a  fixed  panel  of  large 
businesses,  most  of  which  were  selected  with  certainty 
(i.e.,  probability  of  selection  =  1.0),  and  three  rotating 
panels  of  smaller  businesses.  In  the  monthly  survey,  only 
one  rotating  panel  plus  the  fixed  panel  are  canvassed  in 
any  given  month.  In  the  Annual  Trade  Survey,  the  fixed 
panel  and  two  of  the  three  rotating  panels  are  used. 

The  sample  originally  was  drawn  from  the  Standard 
Statistical  Establishment  List  (SSEL)  as  updated  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1984.  The  initial  SSEL  consisted  of  two  lists.  One 
list  was  composed  of  all  Employer  Identification  (El)  num- 
bers issued  by  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  (IRS)  with 
reported  payroll  in  a  least  one  quarter  of  1 984.  The  second 
list  consisted  of  all  establishments  of  known  multiestab- 
lishment  companies  as  of  December  31, 1984.  These  lists 
contained  information  on  sales,  payroll,  employment,  name 
and  address,  kind-of-business  classification,  etc. 

Before  the  availability  of  the  1984  SSEL,  a  study  of  the 
universe  of  wholesale  businesses  was  carried  out  using 
files  from  the  1 982  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade.  This  study 
determined  the  stratification  of  the  sampling  units  based 
on  1982  sales,  inventories,  and  major  kind  of  business. 
The  optimal  allocation  of  the  sample  necessary  to  meet 
specified  sampling  variability  for  sales  and  inventory  esti- 
mates for  different  kind-of-business  groups  was  also  deter- 
mined .  The  primary  stratum  boundary  decided  in  the  study 
was  the  certainty  cutoff  to  be  used  for  each  kind  of 
business.  The  cutoff  was  particularly  important  since  it  also 
decided  the  type  of  sampling  unit. 

Sampling  units  consisted  of  both  companies  and  El 
numbers.  To  be  eligible  for  the  initial  sampling,  an  El  had  to 
be  active,  i.e.,  had  payroll  in  1 984  and  was  on  the  latest 
available  IRS  mailing  list  for  Federal  Insurance  Contribu- 
tions Act  (FICA)  taxpayers.  If  a  known  company  had  total 
merchant  wholesale  sales  or  inventory  (on  a  1 982  basis) 
above  the  corresponding  cutoff  for  its  major  kind  of 
business,  the  company  was  selected  into  the  sample  with 
certainty.  The  company,  which  could  consist  of  many  El's, 
was  then  the  sampling  unit;  therefore,  any  new  establish- 
ments that  the  company  might  acquire,  even  if  under  new 
or  different  El  numbers,  were  in  the  sample  with  certainty. 


Single  establishment  companies,  whether  or  not  selected 
with  certainty,  were  considered  as  El  sampling  units. 

All  merchant  wholesale  companies  that  were  not  selected 
with  certainty  were  treated  on  an  El  basis;  that  is,  the  El 
number  was  the  sampling  unit.  The  El  numbers  were  then 
stratified  according  to  their  major  kind  of  business  and  their 
estimated  sales  (on  a  1 982  basis).  Within  each  stratum,  a 
simple  random  sample  of  El  numbers  was  selected.  The 
sampling  rates  for  these  El  numbers  varied  between  1  in  3 
and  1  in  825.  Three  such  samples  of  El  numbers,  called 
panels,  were  drawn.  Since  two  panels  were  canvassed  in 
the  Annual  Trade  Survey,  the  sampling  rates  varied  between 
1  in  1.5  and  1  in  412.5. 

For  all  El  "births"  after  the  initial  selection,  a  two-phase 
selection  procedure  was  used.  El  "births,"  as  used  here, 
are  new  El  numbers  recently  assigned  by  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  (IRS)  on  the  latest  available  IRS  mailing 
list  for  FICA  taxpayers,  and  assigned  a  kind-of-business 
classification  (if  possible)  by  the  Social  Security  Adminis- 
tration (SSA).  In  the  first  phase,  "births"  were  stratified  by 
kind  of  business  and  size  (expected  employment  or  quar- 
terly payroll).  A  relatively  large  sample  was  drawn  and 
canvassed  for  a  more  reliable  measure  of  size  (sales  in  2 
recent  months)  and  a  more  detailed  kind-of-business 
code,  if  needed. 

Using  this  more  reliable  information,  the  cases  selected 
in  the  first  phase  are  subjected  to  probability  proportional- 
to-size  sampling  with  overall  probabilities  equivalent  to 
those  used  in  drawing  the  initial  sample  from  the  1984 
SSEL.  Because  of  the  lag  in  reporting  "births"  to  the  IRS 
and  the  SSA  and  the  time  needed  to  accomplish  the 
two-phase  birth-selection  procedure  carried  out  quarterly, 
"births"  were  actually  added  to  the  sample  about  12  to  18 
months  after  they  began  operation. 

METHOD  OF  ESTIMATION 

Most  data  on  sales  presented  in  this  report  are  repro- 
duced from  the  U.S.  Summary  report  of  the  1 987  Census 
of  Wholesale  Trade.  All  other  data  items  are  statistical 
estimates  which  were  developed  from  summation  of  weighted 
information  from  the  sampling  units.  The  weights  are  the 
inverse  of  the  probability  of  selection  (or  sampling  rate)  of 
sampling  units  in  the  survey.  Each  weighted  estimate  was 
multiplied  by  a  ratio  of  sales  reported  in  the  1 987  Census 
of  Wholesale  Trade  to  sales  reported  in  the  Annual  Trade 
Survey  except  the  farm  product-raw  materials  group. 

In  the  1 987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade,  establishments 
classified  in  the  farm  product-raw  materials  group  (SIC 
515)  included  as  sales,  products  purchased  and  trans- 
ferred to  other  company  establishments.  In  the  monthly 
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and  annual  surveys,  intracompany  transfers  are  not  included 
in  sales.  Because  of  these  differences,  sales  for  this  SIC 
are  obtained  from  the  Annual  Trade  Survey  with  no 
adjustment  applied. 

For  SIC  505,  the  monthly  and  annual  trade  surveys 
included  merchant  wholesalers  as  well  as  sales  branches 
of  ferrous  metals  service  centers  with  inventories.  There- 
fore, the  1 987  census  sales  estimates  used  in  this  report 
included  the  receipts  of  merchant  wholesalers  and  sales 
branches  of  ferrous  metals  service  centers  with  invento- 
ries. 

Estimates  at  aggregate  kind-of-business  levels  were 
obtained  by  summing  estimates  computed  at  detail  levels. 

LIMITATIONS  OF  THE  DATA 

Because  the  estimates  were  based  on  a  sample,  exact 
agreement  with  the  results  that  would  be  obtained  from  a 
complete  census  of  wholesale  stores  using  the  same 
enumeration  procedure  should  not  be  expected. 

However,  because  every  merchant  wholesale  operation 
in  the  United  States  had  a  chance  of  being  selected  for  the 
sample,  and  because  the  probability  of  selection  for  each 
unit  in  the  sample  was  known,  it  was  possible  to  estimate 
the  sampling  variability  of  the  estimates  made  from  the 
sample. 

The  sampling  error,  or  standard  error  of  the  estimate,  is 
a  measure  of  variability  among  the  estimates  from  all 
possible  samples  of  the  same  size  and  design  and,  thus,  is 
a  measure  of  the  precision  with  which  an  estimate  from  a 
particular  sample  approximates  the  results  of  a  complete 
enumeration.  The  coefficient  of  variation  (expressed  as  a 
percent)  is  the  standard  error  of  the  estimate  times  100 
percent  divided  by  the  value  being  estimated.  Note  that 
measures  of  sampling  variability,  such  as  the  standard 
error  and  the  coefficient  of  variation,  are  estimates  derived 
from  the  sample  and  are  also  subject  to  sampling  variabil- 
ity. 

The  coefficients  of  variation  permit  certain  confidence 
statements  about  the  sample  estimates.  The  particular 
sample  used  in  this  survey  was  one  of  a  large  number  of 
samples  of  the  same  size  that  could  have  been  selected 
using  the  same  design.  In  about  two  out  of  three  of  these 
samples,  the  estimate  would  differ  from  a  complete  enu- 
meration by  less  than  the  corresponding  percentage  for 
that  estimate  shown  in  the  sampling  variability  columns.  In 
about  9  out  of  1 0  samples,  the  estimates  would  differ  from 
the  results  of  a  complete  enumeration  by  less  than  1 .65 
times  the  percentages  shown.  To  illustrate  the  computa- 
tions involved  in  the  above  confidence  statements  as 
related  to  dollar  volume  sales  estimates,  assume  that  an 
estimate  of  sales  is  $10,750  million  and  that  the  coefficient 
of  variation  for  this  estimate  is  1.8  percent,  or  0.018.  First 
obtain  the  standard  error  of  the  estimate  by  multiplying  the 
estimate  by  the  coefficient  of  variation.  In  this  example, 
$10,750  million  times  0.018  equals  a  standard  error  of 
$194  million.  The  upper  bound  of  the  67-percent  confi- 
dence interval  for  this  example  is  $10,556  million  to 


$10,944  million  (i.e.,  $10,750  million  plus  or  minus  $194 
million).  Bounds  for  a  90-percent  confidence  interval  are 
computed  by  adding  or  subtracting  1 .65  times  the  standard 
error  from  the  estimate;  consequently,  the  90-percent 
confidence  interval  ranges  from  $10,430  million  to  $1 1 ,070 
million.  If  corresponding  67-percent  confidence  intervals 
were  constructed  for  all  possible  samples  of  the  same  size 
and  design,  approximately  2  out  of  3  (67  percent)  intervals 
would  contain  the  value  obtained  from  a  complete  enumer- 
ation. Similarly,  for  90-percent  confidence  intervals,  9  out 
of  10  of  all  possible  intervals  would  contain  the  value 
obtained  in  a  complete  enumeration. 

Although  cofficients  of  variation  have  not  been  calcu- 
lated for  the  percent  estimates  shown  in  this  report,  they 
will  be  less  than: 

\/CV2  (VALUE  IN  DENOMINATOR)  +  CV2  (VALUE  IN  NUMERATOR) 

Coefficients  of  variation  for  all  other  published  estimates 
are  presented  in  table  1 5. 

RESPONSE  AND  OTHER  NONSAMPLING 
ERRORS 

The  coefficients  of  variation  shown  in  this  report  do  not 
measure  biases  which  might  arise  from  nonsampling  errors 
such  as  the  failure  of  respondents  to  submit  correct  figures 
on  time  for  tabulation.  Nonsampling  errors  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  many  sources:  inability  to  obtain  information  about 
all  cases  in  the  sample;  response  errors;  definition  difficul- 
ties; differences  in  the  interpretation  of  questions;  mis- 
takes in  recording  or  coding  the  data  obtained;  and  other 
errors  of  collection,  response,  coverage,  and  estimation 
for  missing  data.  These  nonsampling  errors  also  occur  in 
complete  censuses.  Information  is  not  available  on  the 
extent  of  bias  that  may  be  due  to  reporting  errors.  To 
minimize  nonsampling  biases,  all  reports  were  reviewed  for 
completeness  and  consistency.  Various  ratios  were  calcu- 
lated from  the  data  of  each  report  (e.g.,  employer  contri- 
butions for  plans  required  by  law  to  total  annual  payroll). 

All  extreme  and  unusual  ratios  were  verified  or  cor- 
rected where  necessary.  Some  firms  did  not  report  prior  to 
the  closeout  of  this  survey.  Data  were  therefore  imputed 
for  these  firms  based  on  other  available  records  for  like 
firms  in  the  same  kind  of  business.  Imputation  amounted  to 
about  21  percent  for  capital  expenditures,  23  percent  for 
depreciable  assets,  and  23  percent  for  operating  expenses. 

COMPARABILITY  OF  THE  1982  AND  1987 
SURVEYS 

The  1982  and  1987  surveys  were  conducted  under 
similar  conditions  and  procedures  except  for  the  following: 

The  1982  reports  for  retail  trade,  wholesale  trade, 
and  service  industries  all  presented  data  limited  to 
employer  business  establishments.  However,  a  limited 
amount  of  data  on  nonemployer  establishments  was 
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collected  in  the  1987  survey  for  retail  and  service,  but  is 
available  only  on  an  unpublished  basis  (see  Introduc- 
tion). It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  in  the  1982 
Census  of  Retail  Trade,  nonemployers  accounted  for 
only  2.5  percent  of  total  sales  and  in  1987  they  contrib- 
uted only  3.0  percent.  In  the  1987  Census  of  Service 
Industries,  nonemployers  contributed  11.1  percent  of 
total  receipts. 


COMPARISONS  WITH  OTHER  DATA 

Data  on  sales  presented  in  this  report  reflect  those 
presented  in  other  reports  from  the  1987  Census  of 
Wholesale  Trade.  All  other  statistics  shown  are  estimates 
developed  from  the  sample  of  merchant  wholesalers  par- 
ticipating in  the  1987  Annual  Trade  Survey.  These  items 
are  comparable,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  statistics  developed 
from  other  sources;  notably  the  1 987  Census  of  Wholesale 
Trade,  the  national  income  and  produce  accounts  (NIPA) 
tables  published  in  the  Survey  of  Current  Business,  and 
Statistics  of  income  published  by  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service.  Estimates  from  these  varying  sources  may  differ 
for  reasons  of  sampling  variability  and  methodology.  Broad 
descriptions  of  the  differences  in  concept  or  methodology 
which  should  be  observed  when  comparing  other  data 
series  to  those  from  this  report  follow. 

Statistics  of  Income  From  Internal  Revenue  Service 

(IRS)— These  annual  publications  and  quarterly  bulletins 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  provide  information  on 
business  receipts,  cost  of  goods  sold,  selected  expense 
items,  and  depreciable  assets  compiled  from  the  Federal 
income  tax  returns.  However,  the  data  are  not  in  sufficient 
detail  to  provide  income-produced  measures  comparable 
with  those  published  in  this  report.  The  cost  of  goods  sold 
in  Statistics  of  Income  includes  costs  of  materials  used  in 
manufacturing;  costs  of  goods  purchased  for  resale;  direct 
labor;  and  certain  overhead  expenses,  such  as  rent, 
utilities,  supplies,  maintenance,  and  repairs.  Cost  of  goods 
sold  in  the  assets  and  expenditures  survey  excludes 
salaries  and  wages  paid  to  the  company's  employees,  cost 
of  packaging  materials,  and  offoe  and  other  supplies. 

The  Statistics  of  income  data  for  wholesale  trade  include 
all  types  of  wholesalers,  whereas  this  report  covers  only 
merchant  wholesalers.  Moreover,  the  company  or  subcom- 
pany  level  of  reporting  on  income  tax  returns  may  not  be 
the  same  as  used  for  reporting  in  the  assets  and  expen- 
ditures survey.  For  example,  manufacturing  and  other 
establishments  operated  by  firms  which  are  primarily  mer- 
chant wholesalers  may  be  included  in  the  IRS  data. 
Merchant  wholesale  establishments  operated  by  firms 
primarily  engaged  in  other  industries  are  not  represented  in 
the  IRS  statistics  for  wholesale  trade. 

National  Income  and  Products  Accounts  From  the 
Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  (BEA)— As  part  of  the 
national  income  and  product  accounts,  the  Bureau  of 
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Economic  Analysis  (BEA)  prepares  estimates  of  value- 
added  (also  known  as  gross  product  originating  or  GPO)  by 
industry.  GPO  can  be  defined  equivalents  either  as  indus- 
try gross  output  (sales  plus  change  in  business  invento- 
ries) less  consumption  of  materials  and  services  pur- 
chased from  other  industries,  or  as  the  sum  of  the  industry's 
factor  payments  (e.g.,  wages,  interest,  profits,  etc.)  and 
nonfactor  costs  (e.g.,  depreciation).  The  latter  definition  is 
the  basis  for  the  estimates  for  industry  GPO  prepared  by 
BEA.  These  estimates  are  published  annually  in  table  6.1 
of  the  National  Income  and  Product  Account  tables  that 
appear  in  the  July  issue  of  the  Survey  of  Current  Business. 

The  BEA  GPO  measure  for  wholesale  trade  relates 
conceptually  to  the  value  produced  and  operating  expenses 
measures  contained  in  this  report  in  the  following  manner: 
GPO  equals  this  report's  value-added  less  lease  and  rental 
payments,  cost  of  communication,  advertising  and  repair 
services,  commissions  to  other  firms,  and  subsidies  included 
in  sales.  GPO  also  equals  this  report's  net  income  pro- 
duced at  market  prices  plus  cost  of  uninsured  casualty 
losses  and  bad  debts  losses  less  subsidies  included  in 
sales. 

In  addition,  unlike  this  report,  the  corresponding  BEA 
GPO  series  includes  not  only  merchant  wholesalers  but 
also  agents,  brokers,  and  manufacturers  sales  offices  and 
branches.  Also,  the  factor  payments  and  nonfactor  costs 
that  are  summed  to  estimate  industry  GPO  are  obtained 
from  a  variety  of  data  sources,  including  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics,  the  Internal  Revenue  Service,  and  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census.  A  past  Survey  article  provides  a 
description  of  the  sources  and  methods  used  for  the  GPO 
estimates.1 


EXPLANATION  OF  TERMS 

Sales — This  item  includes:  merchandise  sold  for  cash 
or  credit;  receipts  from  customers  for  freight,  installation, 
maintenance,  repair,  alteration,  storage,  and  other  ser- 
vices; excise  taxes  which  are  levied  on  the  manufacturers 
and  included  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wholesal- 
ers; subsidy  payments  received  for  the  sale  of  goods; 
gross  value  of  sales  made  on  a  commission  basis;  and 
sales  of  goods  which  are  shipped  on  a  wholesaler's  orders 
directly  to  customers.  Sales  are  net  after  deductions  for 
discounts  and  refunds  and  allowances  for  merchandise 
returned  by  customers. 

Sales  excludes  sales  and  excise  taxes  collected  directly 
from  customers  and  paid  directly  to  a  local,  State  or 
Federal  tax  agency.  Also  excluded  are  receipts  from 
customers  for  carrying  or  other  credit  charges,  and  non- 
operating  income  from  such  sources  as  investments  and 
rental  or  sale  of  real  estate.  However,  a  portion  of  the  data 
reported  for  capital  expenditures,  value  of  assets,  depre- 
ciation and  other  operating  expenses  may  pertain  to  real 


1  Gross  Product  by  Industry,  1986.  The  Survey  of  Current  Business, 
April  1987. 
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estate  owned  by  the  business  and  leased  to  others,  even 
though  corresponding  data  on  sales  exclude  real  estate 
lease  receipts. 

Most  data  on  sales  presented  in  this  report  are  repro- 
duced from  the  U.S.  Summary  report  of  the  1987  Census* 
of  Wholesale  Trade.  Preliminary  estimates  of  all  data  items 
in  this  report  other  than  sales  were  multiplied  by  a  ratio  of 
sales  compiled  in  the  1 987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  to 
sales  compiled  in  the  1987  Annual  Trade  Survey.  See 
Method  of  Estimation  in  appendix  A  for  further  explanation. 

Purchases— Purchases  represent  the  total  cost,  after 
deduction  of  returns,  allowances,  and  discounts,  of  mer- 
chandise which  was  acquired  in  1 987  for  resale,  whether 
or  not  payment  for  the  merchandise  was  made  during  the 
year.  Purchases  data  include  cash  and  credit  purchases 
made  at  central  offices  and  company  warehouses,  but 
exclude  deliveries  from  central  offices  or  warehouses,  to 
the  merchant  wholesaler.  Also  included  are:  the  cost  of 
goods  in  transit  where  title  has  passed  to  the  purchaser; 
amounts  allowed  for  trade-ins;  freight,  delivery,  and  other 
transportation  costs;  and  import  duties  (if  paid  separately). 

Companies  engaged  in  both  manufacturing  and  whole- 
sale operations  were  asked  to  report  purchases  at  the  cost 
value  of  intercompany  transfers  from  their  plants  or  ware- 
houses to  their  wholesale  locations.  These  companies 
were  also  requested  to  report  the  cost  of  outside  pur- 
chases. 

Purchases  exclude:  expenditures  for  containers,  wrap- 
ping, packaging,  and  other  supplies  or  equipment  intended 
for  company  use  rather  than  for  resale;  the  cost  of  raw 
materials  or  parts  purchased  for  manufacture  into  a  fin- 
ished product;  and  goods  included  in  the  purchase  price  of 
a  business.  Also  excluded  are  liquor  and  tobacco  tax 
stamps,  which  would  be  included  under  operating  expenses. 

Data  presented  in  this  report  on  purchases  were  col- 
lected in  the  1 987  Annual  Trade  Survey. 

Inventories — Inventories  represent  stocks  of  merchan- 
dise owned  by  merchant  wholesalers  on  December  31st 
and  available  for  sale  in  the  United  States.  A  small  amount 
of  inventories  are  reported  at  market  value  while  most  are 
reported  on  a  cost  basis.  Goods  held  for  consignment  and 
items  not  for  sale  such  as  fixtures,  equipment  and  supplies 
are  not  included.  Inventories  were  reported  as  of  the  close 
of  the  calendar  year,  except  for  some  businesses  which 
used  a  fiscal  year  for  accounting  purposes  and  were 
adjusted  to  a  calendar  year  basis.  All  inventory  data 
presented  in  this  report  were  collected  in  the  1 987  Annual 
Trade  Survey. 

Measures  of  Value  Produced 

1.  Cost  of  goods  sold — This  item  was  calculated  for 
each  firm  in  the  survey  by  adding  all  purchase  of 
merchandise  (net  of  returns,  allowances,  and  dis- 
counts but  including  charges  from  freight,  insur- 
ance, etc.)  during  the  year  to  the  beginning-of-year 


inventory,  then  deducting  the  end-of-year  inventory 
from  the  total.  Firms  were  instructed  to  exclude  the 
cost  of  packaging,  processing,  shipping,  and  selling 
of  goods  from  the  cost  of  purchases  but  to  report 
these  items  under  "operating  expenses."  Purchase 
of  tax  stamps  and  payments  of  excise  taxes  often 
included  by  tobacco  and  liquor  wholesalers  in  their 
purchases  were,  for  this  survey,  excluded  from  cost 
of  goods  sold  and  included  under  "operating  expenses." 

2.  Gross  margin — This  item  represents  sales  less  cost 
of  goods  sold.  Gross  margin  is  equivalent  to  the 
cost  of  all  materials  (as  distinguished  from  goods  to 
be  resold)  and  services  provided  in  merchant  whole- 
sale establishments  whether  provided  by  the  mer- 
chant wholesaling  firm  itself  or  purchased  by  it  from 
others.  To  the  extent  that  it  includes  cost  of  con- 
tract work  done  by  others  on  materials  of  the 
merchant  wholesale  firms,  gross  margin  includes  an 
element  of  value  added  by  manufacturing. 

3.  Value  added— Value  added  is  the  gross  margin  (as 
defined  above)  less  the  cost  of  supplies,  materials, 
fuel  and  other  energy,  and  the  cost  of  contract  work 
on  materials  of  the  wholesaler. 

4.  Net  income  produced  at  market  prices — This  item 
represents  value  added  less  lease  and  rental  pay- 
ments; cost  of  communication,  advertising,  and 
repair  services;  commissions  to  other  firms;  and 
amounts  set  aside  for  bad  debt  losses  and  other 
losses  not  compensated  by  insurance. 

5.  Net  income  produced  at  factor  cost — This  item 
represents  net  income  produced  at  market  prices 
less  depreciation,  license  fees,  and  taxes  other 
than  income  taxes.  It  includes  payroll,  employer 
contributions  to  the  Federal  Insurance  Contribu- 
tions Act  (FICA),  and  unemployment  insurance. 

Operating  expenses— The  types  of  operating  expenses 
requested  on  the  report  form  are: 

1 .  Annual  payroll — Payroll  includes  all  salaries,  wages, 
commissions,  bonuses,  and  allowances  for  vaca- 
tion, holiday,  and  sick  leave  paid  to  employees  in 
1987  before  payroll  deductions.  For  corporations,  it 
includes  amounts  paid  to  officers  and  executives; 
for  unincorporated  businesses,  it  does  not  include 
payments  to  or  withdrawals  from  profits  by  owners 
or  partners.  (This  figure  does  not  include  employer 
contributions  to  plans  required  by  law  and  other 
plans  besides  vacation,  holiday,  and  sick  leave.) 

2.  Employer  costs  for  programs  required  by  law — This 
item  includes  all  programs  required  under  Federal 
and  State  legislation  such  as  FICA,  unemployment 
tax,  workers'  compensation,  and  State  disability 
payments. 


A-4     APPENDIX  A 


WHOLESALE  TRADE— SUBJECT  SERIES 


3.  Employer  costs  for  other  fringe  benefits— This  item 
includes  programs  not  specifically  required  by  Fed- 
eral or  State  legislation,  such  as  life  and  health 
insurance  premiums  for  employees. 

4.  Depreciation  charges — This  item  includes  depreci- 
ation and  amortization  charges  against  depreciable 
assets  owned  during  1987.  Amounts  representing 
tax-exempt  organizations,  if  not  reported,  were  esti- 
mated even  though  depreciation  accounts  may  not 
be  maintained. 

5.  Taxes — Includes  all  taxes  and  license  fees  paid 
during  1 987  (excluding  income  and  payroll  taxes).  It 
includes  tobacco  and  liquor  tax  stamps,  fines,  and 
property  taxes.  It  excludes  direct  payments  to  gov- 
ernment tax  agencies  for  sales  and  other  taxes 
collected  directly  from  customers. 

6.  Lease  and  rental  payments— These  are  payments 
for  lease  or  rental  of  buildings,  machinery  and 
equipment.  Payments  for  machinery  and  equipment 
include  use  of  production  machinery,  office  equip- 
ment, computer  systems,  passenger  cars,  trucks, 
materials  handling  equipment,  and  all  other  types  of 
machinery  and  equipment. 

7.  Cost  of  office  supplies,  stationery,  and  postage. 

8.  Cost  of  purchased  communication  services — This 
item  includes  cost  of  telephone,  data  transmission, 
telegraph,  telex,  teletype  and  all  other  communica- 
tion services  purchased  in  1 987. 

9.  Cost  of  purchased  electricity— Some  businesses 
included  this  expense  as  part  of  building/office 
lease  payments. 

10.  Cost  of  purchased  fuels— This  includes  fuels  for 
heating,  power,  or  generation  of  electricity,  also 
sometimes  included  in  lease  payments. 

11.  Cost  of  other  utilities — This  includes  all  utilities 
except  purchased  fuels  and  electricity,  also  some- 
times included  in  lease  payments. 

1 2.  Cost  of  materials — This  includes  purchases  of  con- 
tainers, wrapping,  packing  and  selling  supplies  used 
in  packaging,  processing,  shipping,  and  selling  of 
goods.  Some  businesses,  due  to  recordkeeping, 
may  have  included  some  of  these  costs  as  part  of 
merchandise  purchases. 

1 3.  Cost  of  contract  work  done  for  wholesalers  by  other 
firms. 

14.  Commissions  paid  to  other  firms. 

1 5.  Cost  of  purchased  repair  services— This  item  includes 
the  total  amount  paid  for  noncapitalized  repairs  to 
buildings,  structures,  machinery,  and  equipment 
such  as  motor  vehicles  and  office  space.  It  excludes 
cost  of  repairs  to  leased  buildings  and  equipment 
covered  by  regular  lease  payments. 


1 6.  All  other  operating  expenses — This  includes  inven- 
tory storage  and  shipping  costs,  insurance  expense 
(nonemployee),  uninsured  casualty  losses,  and  bad 
debt  losses.  It  excludes  interest  on  loans  and  sales 
and  excise  taxes. 

Capital  expenditures— Capital  expenditures  refer  to  all 
costs  actually  incurred  in  1 987  which  were  chargeable  to 
the  depreciable  assets  accounts  of  a  firm.  These  costs  are 
of  the  type  for  which  depreciation  or  amortization  accounts 
are  ordinarily  maintained. 

All  items  obtained  through  a  capital  lease  on  or  after 
January  1 , 1 987,  are  included.  Excluded  are  capital  expen- 
ditures made  by  a  firm  for  property  which  it  leased  to 
others  as  part  of  a  capital  lease  arrangement. 

Included  are  expenditures  for  new  and  used  structures 
(including  those  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1987), 
fixtures  and  equipment,  additions,  major  alterations  and 
improvements  to  existing  facilities,  and  capitalized  repairs. 

Also  included  are  expenditures  made  by  a  firm  for 
structures  which,  on  completion,  were  or  are  to  be  sold  or 
leased  back  to  that  firm.  (The  value  of  trade-ins  are  not 
deducted.) 

Excluded  are  expenditures  for  land;  items  chargeable 
as  current  operating  expenses  such  as  cost  of  mainte- 
nance, repairs,  supplies,  etc.;  expenditures  for  locations 
primarily  engaged  in  activities  other  than  merchant  whole- 
sale; and  expenditures  for  goodwill,  patents,  or  copyrights. 
Also  excluded  are  capital  expenditures  (except  capital 
leases)  made  by  owners  of  property  rented  or  leased  to  the 
surveyed  firms,  but  included  are  capital  expenditures  made 
to  property  leased  from  others  (leasehold  improvements). 

Cost  of  assets  acquired  during  1987  by  tax-exempt 
organizations,  if  not  reported,  were  estimated  even  through 
depreciation  accounts  may  not  be  maintained. 

Gross  value  of  depreciable  assets— This  amount  is 
the  acquisition  value  (original  cost)  of  all  assets  for  which 
depreciation  and  amortization  accounts  are  ordinarily  main- 
tained. Included  are  all  improvements  and  new  construc- 
tion "in  progress"  but  not  completed  at  the  end  of  1987 
and  the  gross  value  of  machinery  and  equipment  owned  by 
retail  firms  but  leased  or  rented  to  other  firms  except  under 
capital  lease  arrangements.  Excluded  are  land  and  deple- 
table  assets  (timber,  mineral  rights,  etc.),  nondepreciated 
assets  (cash,  inventories,  etc.),  and  all  intangible  assets 
such  as  goodwill,  patents,  or  copyrights. 

Cost  of  assets  acquired  by  tax-exempt  organizations,  if 
not  reported,  were  estimated  even  though  depreciation 
accounts  may  not  be  maintained. 

Deductions  from  depreciable  assets — This  amount 
represents  the  value  of  depreciable  assets  sold,  retired, 
scrapped,  or  destroyed  during  1987,  and  other  adjust- 
ments (except  depreciation). 

Legal  form  of  organization — The  legal  form  of  orga- 
nization for  firms  in  this  survey  was  based  on  the  response 
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to  the  organizational  status  inquiry  on  other  economic 
census  or  survey  forms  as  well  as  administrative  records  of 
other  Federal  agencies. 

Auxiliary  establishments— In  consideration  of  record- 
keeping practices  and  for  consistency  with  the  related 
sales  data  collected  for  1987  in  the  annual  business 
surveys,  each  company  in  this  survey  was  asked  to  include 
those  auxiliary  locations  whose  primary  functions  were  to 
manage,  administer,  service,  or  support  the  activities  of  the 
main  establishments  covered  by  the  report.  Data  pre- 
sented in  other  reports  from  the  1 987  Census  of  Whole- 
sale Trade  exclude  such  auxiliaries.  Capital  expenditures 
and  other  data  for  auxiliaries  alone  are  presented  in  a 
report  issued  as  part  of  the  1987  Enterprise  Statistics 
reports. 


KIND-OF-BUSINESS  CLASSIFICATIONS 

Wholesale  trade,  major  groups  50  and  51  in  the  1972 
Standard  Industrial  Classification  (SIC)  Manual,  includes 
establishments  primarily  engaged  in  selling  merchandise 
to  retailers;  to  industrial,  commercial,  institutional,  farm,  or 
professional  business  us>3rs;  or  to  other  wholesalers;  or 
acting  as  agents  or  brokers  in  buying  merchandise  for  or 
selling  merchandise  to  such  persons  or  companies. 

The  principal  types  of  establishments  included  are: 

1 .  Merchant  wholesalers  who  take  title  to  the  goods 
they  sell,  such  as  wholesale  merchants  or  jobbers, 
industrial  distributors,  voluntary  group  wholesalers, 
drop  shippers,  retailer  cooperative  warehouses,  ter- 
minal elevators,  and  cooperative  buying  associa- 
tions. 

2.  Manufacturers'  sales  branches  and  sales  offices 
(but  not  retail  stores)  maintained  by  manufacturing 
or  mining  enterprises  apart  from  their  plants  or 
mines  for  the  purpose  of  marketing  their  products. 

3.  Agents,  brokers,  and  commission  merchants  who 
buy  or  sell  products  owned  by  others  on  a  commis- 
sion or  agency  basis. 

This  survey  is  limited  to  merchant  wholesalers  (described 
unde-.  category  1  above),  which  constitute  the  major 
portion  of  wholesale  trade.  All  kinds  of  business  in  which 
merchant  wholesalers  operate  are  represented  in  this 
survey.  Also  included  are  Ferrous  metals  service  centers 
(SIC  5051  pt.)  which  are  sales  branches  with  warehouse 
space  greater  than  5,000  square  feet. 

Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  dis- 
tribution of  used  products  are  classified  on  the  basis  of  the 
product  sold. 

Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  selling  merchan- 
dise to  contractors  are  included  in  wholesale  trade,  with 
the  exception   of   lumber  yards  and   paint,   glass,   and 
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wallpaper  stores.  These  exceptions  are  classified  in  retail 
trade  if  they  sell  to  the  general  public,  even  if  a  higher 
proportion  of  their  sales  is  made  to  contractors. 

Establishments  covered  by  the  census  were  assigned  a 
kind-of-business  classification  according  to  the  industry 
classifications  defined  in  the  1 972  SIC  Manual. 

Kind-of-business  classifications  are  not  interchangeable 
with  commodity  classifications,  because  most  businesses 
sell  several  kinds  of  commodities.  The  kind-of-business 
code  assigned  generally  reflects  either  the  individual  com- 
modity or  the  commodity  group  which  is  the  primary  source 
of  the  establishment's  receipts,  or  some  mixture  of  com- 
modities which  characterizes  the  establishment's  busi- 
ness. Thus,  the  classification  of  establishments  by  kind  of 
business  generally  does  not  make  it  possible  to  determine 
either  the  number  of  establishments  handling  a  particular 
commodity  or  the  sales  of  that  commodity.  For  example, 
the  groceries  and  related  products  classification  excludes 
establishments  selling  food  if  the  sale  of  food  is  not  the 
primary  source  of  receipts;  moreover,  even  though  estab- 
lishments are  classified  as  groceries  and  related  products, 
some  of  their  receipts  may  be  derived  from  the  sale  of 
nonfood  products.  Information  on  the  extent  to  which 
commodities  are  handled  by  different  kinds  of  business  is 
available  in  the  1 987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade  report, 
Commodity  Line  Sales  (WC87-S-3). 

Descriptions  of  the  wholesale  trade  kind-of-business 
classifications  based  on  the  1972  SIC  follow.  Although 
data  for  detailed  classifications  are  not  shown  separately 
in  the  tables,  they  are  included  in  data  totals. 

Durable  Goods  (SIC  Major  Group  50) 

This  major  group  includes  establishments  primarily  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  durable  goods. 

Motor  vehicles  and  automotive  parts  and 
supplies  (SIC  501) 

Automobiles  and  other  motor  vehicles  (SIC  501 2)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  new  and  used  passenger  automobiles,  trucks,  and  other 
motor  vehicles.  Automobile  distributors  primarily  engaged 
in  selling  at  retail  to  individual  consumers  for  personal  use, 
and  also  selling  a  limited  amount  of  new  and  used  passen- 
ger automobiles  and  trucks  at  wholesale  to  dealers,  are 
classified  in  SIC  5511. 

Automotive  parts  and  supplies  (SIC  5013) — Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  automotive  parts,  supplies,  accessories,  tools,  and 
equipment. 

Tires  and  tubes  (SIC  5014)— Establishments  primarily 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  rubber  tires  and 
tubes  for  passenger  and  commercial  vehicles. 
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Furniture  and  home  furnishings  (SIC  502) 


Metals  and  minerals,  except  petroleum  (SIC  505) 


Furniture  (SIC  5021)— Establishments  primarily  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  furniture,  including  bed- 
springs,  mattresses,  and  other  household  furniture;  office 
furniture;  and  furniture  for  public  parks,  buildings,  etc. 

Home  furnishings  (SIC  5023)— Establishments  prima- 
rily engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  home  furnish- 
ings and  homewares,  including  antiques,  china,  glassware, 
and  earthenware;  lamps,  curtains,  and  draperies;  linens 
and  towels;  and  carpets,  linoleum,  and  all  other  types  of 
hard  and  soft  surface  floor  coverings.  Establishments 
primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  electrical 
household  goods  are  classified  in  SIC  5064. 

Lumber  and  other  construction  materials  (SIC 
503) 


Metals  service  centers  and  offices  (SIC  5051)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  marketing  ferrous  and 
nonferrous  metal  semi-finished  products.  Establishments 
in  this  industry  may  operate  with  inventories  (metals  ser- 
vice centers)  or  without  inventories  (metals  sales  offices). 
Data  shown  in  the  report  include  manufacturers'  sales 
branches  for  SIC  5051  pt.,  Ferrous  metals  service  centers. 

Coal  and  other  minerals  and  ores  (SIC  5052)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  coal  and  coke;  copper,  iron,  lead,  and  other  metallic 
ores  except  precious;  and  crude  nonmetallic  minerals 
(including  concentrates)  except  crude  petroleum.  Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  nonmetallic  minerals  used  in  construction,  such  as  sand 
and  gravel,  are  classified  in  SIC  5039. 


Lumber,  plywood  and  mill  work  (SIC  5031)— Estab- 
lishments, with  or  without  yards,  primarily  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  distribution  of  rough,  dressed,  and  finished 
lumber  (but  not  timber);  plywood;  door  and  window  frames 
(wood  or  metal);  and  other  wood  and  metal  millwork. 
Establishments  selling  lumber,  plywood,  and  millwork  to 
the  general  public  and  known  as  "retail"  in  the  trade  are 
classified  in  SIC  521 1 . 

Construction  materials,  n.e.c.  (SIC  5039)— Establish- 
ments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of 
such  building  materials  as  brick,  building  stone,  cement, 
granite,  gravel,  lime,  marble,  plaster,  building  glass,  roofing 
materials,  sand,  and  tile.  Establishments  selling  construc- 
tion materials  to  the  general  public  and  known  as  retail  in 
the  trade  are  classified  in  SIC  521 1 .  Establishments  prima- 
rily selling  ready-mix  concrete  are  classified  in  manufactur- 
ing SIC  3273. 

Sporting,  recreational,  photographic,  and  hobby 
goods,  toys  and  supplies  (SIC  504) 

Sporting  and  recreational  goods  and  supplies  (SIC 

5041)— Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
distribution  of  all  types  of  sporting  goods  and  accessories, 
billiard  and  pool  supplies;  firearms  and  ammunition;  and 
marine  pleasure  craft,  equipment,  and  supplies. 


Electrical  goods  (SIC  506) 

This  group  includes  establishments  primarily  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  distribution  of  electrical  generating,  distrib- 
uting, and  wiring  equipment.  It  also  includes  household 
appliances  whether  electrically,  manually,  or  mechanically 
powered,  such  as  washing  machines  powered  by  gasoline 
motors  and  sewing  machines  powered  manually.  This 
group  does  not  include  electrical  commercial  and  industrial 
machines,  i.e.,  those  in  which  electricity  does  the  work 
directly,  such  as  by  heating,  turning  a  shaft,  or  ionizing  a 
substance,  or  electrically  powered  commercial  and  indus- 
trial machines,  which  are  classified  in  SIC  508. 

Electrical  apparatus  and  equipment  (SIC  5063)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  electrical  power  equipment  for  the  generation,  transmis- 
sion, or  utilization  of  electric  energy;  and  electrical  con- 
struction materials  for  outside  power  transmission  lines 
and  for  electrical  systems.  Construction  contractors  prima- 
rily engaged  in  installing  electrical  systems  and  equipment 
form  their  own  stock  are  classified  in  SIC  1731. 

Electrical  appliances,  television  and  radio  sets  (SIC 
5064) — Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
distribution  of  radio  and  television  sets  and  household 
electrical  appliances. 


Toys  and  hobby  goods  and  supplies  (SIC  5042)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  games,  toys,  and  hobby  goods  and  supplies. 

Photographic  equipment  and  supplies  (SIC  5043)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  photographic  equipment  and  supplies.  Establishments 
primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  photo- 
copy equipment  are  classified  in  SIC  5081. 


Electronic  parts  and  equipment  (SIC  5065)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  electronic  parts  and  equipment  parts  and  equipment, 
such  as  industrial  and  radio  and  television  receiving  and 
transmitting  electronic  tubes;  electronic  intercommunica- 
tion equipment;  radio  parts  and  accessories;  and  elec- 
tronic sound  equipment.  Establishments  primarily  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  radio  and  television  receiv- 
ing sets  and  phonographs  are  classified  in  SIC  5064. 
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Hardware,  and  plumbing  and  heating  equipment 
and  supplies  (SIC  507) 

Hardware  (SIC  5072)— Establishments  primarily  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  hardware,  such  as  builders; 
shelf  or  light  hardware;  hand  tools  (except  automotive  and 
machinists'  precision);  hand  saws  and  cutlery;  brads,  sta- 
ples, and  tacks;  and  bolts,  nuts,  rivets,  and  screws.  Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  nails,  noninsulated  wire,  and  screening  are  classified  in 
SIC  5051. 

Plumbing  and  heating  equipment  and  supplies  (hydron- 
ics)  (SIC  5074) —  Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  distribution  of  hydronic  plumbing  and  heating 
equipment  and  supplies.  Construction  contractors  prima- 
rily engaged  in  installing  plumbing  and  heating  equipment 
from  their  own  stock  are  classified  in  SIC  1711. 

Warm  air  heating  and  air  conditioning  equipment 
and  supplies  (SIC  5075)— Establishments  primarily  engaged 
in  the  distribution  of  warm  air  heating  and  air  conditioning 
equipment  and  supplies.  Construction  contractors  prima- 
rily engaged  in  installing  plumbing  and  heating  equipment 
from  their  own  stock  are  classified  in  SIC  1711. 

Refrigeration  equipment  and  supplies  (SIC  5078)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  distribution  of  refriger- 
ation equipment  and  supplies.  Construction  contractors 
primarily  engaged  in  installing  refrigeration  equipment  from 
their  own  stock  are  classified  in  SIC  1711. 

Machinery,  equipment,  and  supplies  (SIC  508) 

Commercial  machines  and  equipment  (SIC  5081)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  wholesaling  commercial 
machines  and  equipment,  such  as  office,  store,  and  busi- 
ness machines  and  equipment;  commercial  food  service 
equipment;  and  fountain  and  store  fixtures. 

Construction  and  mining  machinery  and  equipment 
(SIC  5082) — Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  market- 
ing cranes,  excavating  machinery  and  equipment,  power 
shovels,  road  construction  and  maintenance  machinery, 
tractor-mounted  equipment,  and  other  specialized  machin- 
ery and  equipment  used  in  the  construction,  mining,  and 
logging  industries.  Establishments  engaged  in  marketing 
oil  machinery  and  equipment  are  classified  in  SIC  5084. 

Farm  and  garden  machinery  and  equipment  (SIC 
5083) — Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  marketing 
agricultural  machinery  and  equipment  for  use  in  prepara- 
tion and  maintenance  of  the  soil,  planting  and  harvesting  of 
crops,  and  other  operations  and  processes  pertaining  to 
work  on  the  farm  or  the  lawn  or  garden;  and  dairy  and  other 
livestock  equipment. 


Industrial  machinery  and  equipment  (SIC  5084)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  marketing  industrial  machin- 
ery and  equipment,  such  as  metalworking  tools,  food 
industries  machinery,  oil  well  and  oil  refining  machinery, 
industrial  trucks  and  tractors  (except  over-the-road  types), 
printing  machinery,  and  machinery  and  equipment  for 
other  manufacturing  industries. 

Industrial  supplies  (SIC  5085)— Establishments  prima- 
rily engaged  in  marketing  industrial  supplies,  such  as 
abrasives  and  abrasive  materials,  rope  and  cordage,  and 
mechanical  rubber  goods;  welding  supplies;  mechanical 
power  transmission  supplies,  including  bearings;  industrial 
valves  and  fittings;  metal  containers;  industrial  leather;  and 
reconditioned  barrels  and  drums. 

Professional  equipment  and  supplies  (SIC  5086)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  mechanical  devices  and  other  equipment  used  by 
architects,  dentists,  engineers,  physicians,  surgeons,  vet- 
erinarians, optometrists,  osteopaths,  and  other  profes- 
sional groups. 

Service  establishment  equipment  and  supplies  (SIC 
5087) — Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
distribution  of  equipment  and  supplies  for  barber  shops, 
beauty  parlors,  power  laundries,  dry-cleaning  plants,  uphol- 
sterers, and  related  personal  service  establishments. 

Transportation  equipment  and  supplies,  except  motor 
vehicles  (SIC  5088)— Establishments  primarily  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  transportation  equipment 
and  supplies.  Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  distribution  of  motor  vehicles  and  motor  parts 
are  classified  in  SIC  501. 

Miscellaneous  durable  goods  (SIC  509) 

Scrap  and  waste  materials  (SIC  5093)— Establish- 
ments primarily  engaged  in  assembling,  breaking  up,  sort- 
ing, and  wholesale  distribution  of  scrap  and  waste  materi- 
als. This  industry  includes  auto  wreckers  engaged  in 
dismantling  automobiles  for  scrap.  However,  those  engaged 
in  dismantling  cars  for  the  purpose  of  selling  secondhand 
parts  at  retail  are  classified  in  SIC  5931. 

Jewelry,  watches,  diamonds  and  other  precious 
stones  (SIC  5094) — Establishments  primarily  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  distribution  of  jewelry,  precious  stones  and 
metal,  costume  jewelry,  watches,  clocks,  silverware,  and 
jewelers'  findings. 


Durable  goods,  n.e.c.  (SIC  5099)— Establishments  pri- 
marily engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  durable 
goods,  not  elsewhere  classified,  such  as  musical  instru- 
ments and  forest  products,  except  lumber. 
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Nondurable  Goods  (SIC  Major  Group  51) 

This  major  group  includes  establishments  primarily  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  nondurable  goods. 

Paper  and  paper  products  (SIC  511) 

Printing  and  writing  paper  (SIC  5111)— Establish- 
ments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of 
writing  paper,  including  envelope  paper;  fine  paper;  and 
ground  wood,  printing,  and  rotogravure  paper. 

Stationery  supplies  (SIC  5112)— Establishments  pri- 
marily engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  stationery 
and  office  supplies,  including  envelopes,  typewriter  and 
mimeograph  paper,  file  cards  and  folders,  pens,  social 
stationery,  and  greeting  cards. 

Industrial  and  personal  service  paper  (SIC  51 13)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  wrapping  and  other  coarse  paper,  paperboard,  cello- 
phane, and  converted  paper  products  such  as  bags, 
boxes,  dishes,  napkins,  and  shipping  supplies. 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries  and  druggists' 
sundries  (SIC  512) 

Drugs,  drug  proprietaries,  and  druggists'  sundries 
(SIC  5122)— Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale distribution  of  drugs,  drug  proprietaries,  druggists' 
sundries,  and  toiletries.  Establishments  primarily  engaged 
n  the  wholesale  distribution  of  surgical,  dental,  and  hospi- 
tal equipment  are  classified  in  SIC  5086. 

Apparel,  piece  goods,  and  notions  (SIC  513) 

Piece  goods  (woven  fabrics)  (SIC  5133)— Establish- 
ments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of 
piece  goods  or  yard  goods  of  natural  or  synthetic  fibers. 
'Converters"  who  buy  goods  in  the  grey,  have  them 
finished  on  contract,  and  sell  at  wholesale  are  included 
lere.  This  industry  does  not  include  establishments  prima- 
ry engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  home  furnishi- 
ngs, which  are  classified  in  SIC  5023. 

Notions  and  other  dry  goods  (SIC  5134)— Establish- 
ments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of 
notions  (sewing  and  hair  accessories,  etc.),  knit  goods, 
and  other  dry  goods,  except  piece  goods. 

Men's  and   boys'   clothing   and   furnishings  (SIC 

5136)— Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
distribution  of  men's  and  boys'  apparel  and  furnishings, 
sportswear,  hosiery,  underwear,  nightwear,  and  work  cloth- 
ing. 
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Women's,  children's  and  infants'  clothing  and  acces- 
sories (SIC  5137) — Establishments  primarily  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  distribution  of  women's,  children's,  and 
infants'  clothing  and  accessories,  including  hosiery,  linge- 
rie, millinery  and  millinery  supplies,  and  furs. 

Footwear  (SIC  5139)— Establishments  primarily  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  footwear  made  of  leather, 
rubber,  and  other  materials. 

Groceries  and  related  products  (SIC  514) 

Groceries,  general  line  (SIC  5141)— Establishments 
primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  a  general 
line  of  groceries.  Establishments  primarily  engaged  in 
roasting  coffee,  blending  tea,  or  grinding  and  packaging 
spices  are  classified  in  SIC  major  group  20. 

Frozen  foods  (SIC  5142)— Establishments  primarily 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  packaged  quick 
frozen  vegetables,  juices,  meats,  fish,  poultry  pastries,  and 
other  "deep  freeze"  products.  Establishments  primarily 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  frozen  dairy 
products  are  classified  in  SIC  5143.  Frozen  poultry,  fish, 
and  meat  which  are  not  packaged  are  classified  in  SIC 
5144,  5146,  and  5147,  respectively. 

Dairy  products  (SIC  5143)— Establishments  primarily 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  dairy  products, 
such  as  butter,  cheese,  ice  cream  and  ices,  and  fluid  milk 
and  cream.  This  industry  does  not  include  establishments 
primarily  engaged  in  pasteurizing  and  bottling  milk,  which 
are  classified  in  SIC  202. 

Poultry  and  poultry  products  (SIC  5144)— Establish- 
ments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of 
poultry  and  poultry  products,  except  canned  and  packaged 
frozen  products.  This  industry  does  not  include  establish- 
ments, primarily  engaged  in  the  killing  and  dressing  of 
poultry,  which  are  classified  in  SIC  2016.  Establishments 
primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  pack- 
aged frozen  poultry  are  classified  in  SIC  5142,  and  of 
canned  poultry  in  SIC  5149. 

Confectionery  (SIC  5145)— Establishments  primarily 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  confectionery, 
such  as  candy,  chewing  gum,  fountain  fruits,  salted  or 
roasted  nuts,  popcorn,  and  fountain  syrups;  and  potato, 
corn,  and  similar  chips. 

Fish  and  seafoods  (SIC  5146)— Establishments  prima- 
rily engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  (not  packaging) 
of  fresh,  cured,  and  frozen  fish  and  seafoods,  except 
canned  (SIC  5149)  or  packaged  frozen  (SIC  5142).  The 
preparation,  packaging,  and  freezing  of  fresh  fish  and 
other  seafood,  and  the  shucking  and  packing  of  fresh 
oysters  in  nonsealed  containers,  are  classified  in  SIC 
2092. 

APPENDIX  A     A-9 


Meats  and  meat  products  (SIC  5147)— Establish- 
ments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of 
fresh,  cured,  and  processed  (but  not  canned)  meats  and 
lard.  The  wholesale  distribution  of  frozen  packaged  meats 
is  classified  in  SIC  5142  and  canned  meats  in  SIC  5149. 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  (SIC  5148)— Establish- 
ments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of 
fresh  fruits  and  vegetables. 

Groceries  and  related  products,  n.e.c.  (SIC  5149)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution 
of  groceries  and  related  products,  not  elsewhere  classi- 
fied. Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
distribution  of  soft  drinks,  and  in  bottling  and  distributing 
natural  spring  and  mineral  waters,  are  classified  in  this 
industry,  but  establishments  primarily  engaged  in  bottling 
soft  drinks  are  classified  in  SIC  major  group  20.  This 
industry  does  not  include  farm  product  raw  material  (SIC 
515),  or  beer,  wine,  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages  (SIC 
518). 

Farm-product  raw  materials  (SIC  515) 

Cotton  (SIC  5152)— Establishments  primarily  engaged 
in  buying  and/or  marketing  cotton  and  cotton  linters. 

Grain  (SIC  5153)— Establishments  primarily  engaged  in 
buying  and/or  marketing  grain  (such  as  corn,  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  and  unpolished  rice);  and  dry  beans,  soybeans,  and 
other  inedible  beans.  Country  grain  elevators  primarily 
engaged  in  buying  or  receiving  grain  from  farmers  are 
included,  as  are  terminal  elevators  and  other  merchants 
marketing  grain. 

Livestock  (SIC  5154) — Establishments  primarily  engaged 
in  buying  and/or  marketing  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  and  goats. 
This  industry  also  includes  the  operation  of  livestock 
auction  markets. 

Farm-product  raw  materials,  n.e.c.  (SIC  5159)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  buying  and/or  marketing 
farm  products  not  elsewhere  classified,  such  as  horses 
and  mules,  leaf  tobacco,  hides,  skins,  furs,  wool,  mohair, 
raw  silk,  hops,  and  nuts,  except  roasted  or  salted  (SIC 
5145).  Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
distribution  of  milk  are  classified  in  SIC  5143  and  live 
poultry  in  SIC  5144. 

Chemicals  and  allied  products  (SIC  516) 

Chemicals  and  allied  products  (SIC  5161)— Establish- 
ments primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of 
chemicals  and  allied  products,  not  elsewhere  classified, 
such  as  acids,  industrial  and  heavy  chemicals,  dyestuffs, 
industrial  salts,  naval  stores,  plastics  materials,  rosin,  and 


turpentine.  Establishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale distribution  of  ammunition  are  classified  in  SIC  5041 ; 
agricultural  chemicals  and  pesticides  in  industry  5191; 
drugs  in  SIC  5122;  and  paints  and  varnishes  in  SIC  5198. 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products  (SIC  517) 

Petroleum  bulk  stations  and  terminals  (SIC  5171)— Estab- 
lishments primarily  engaged  in  wholesaling  petroleum  prod- 
ucts, including  liquefied  petroleum  gas,  from  bulk  liquid 
storage  facilities. 

Petroleum  and  petroleum  products,  except  bulk 
stations  and  terminals  (SIC  5172)— Establishments  pri- 
marily engaged  in  wholesaling  petroleum  and  petroleum 
products,  except  those  with  bulk  liquid  storage  facilities. 
Included  are  packaged  and  bottled  petroleum  products 
distributors,  truck  jobbers,  and  others  marketing  petroleum 
and  petroleum  products  at  wholesale  but  without  bulk 
liquid  storage  facilities. 

Beer,  wine  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages 
(SIC  518) 

Beer  and  ale  (SIC  5181)— Establishments  primarily 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  beer,  ale,  porter 
and  other  fermented  malt  beverages. 

Wines  and  distilled  alcoholic  beverages  (SIC  5182)— Estab 
lishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distributior 
of  distilled  spirits,  including  neutral  spirits  and  ethyl  alcoho 
used  in  blending  wines  and  distilled  liquors. 

Miscellaneous  nondurable  goods  (SIC  519) 

Farm  supplies  (SIC  5191)— Establishments  primarily 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  animal  feeds 
fertilizers,  agricultural  chemicals,  pesticides,  seeds,  anc 
other  farm  supplies,  except  grains. 


Tobacco  and  tobacco  products  (SIC  5194)— Estab 

lishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distributior 
of  tobacco  and  tobacco  products.  Leaf  tobacco  wholesal 
ers  are  classified  in  SIC  5159  and  establishments  primaril; 
engaged  in  stemming  and  redrying  tobacco  in  SIC  2141 

Paints,  varnishes,  and  supplies  (SIC  5198)— Estab 

lishments  primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distributio 
of  paints,  varnishes,  wallpaper,  and  supplies.  Glass  i: 
frequently  handled.  Establishments  selling  to  the  geners 
public  and  known  as  "retail"  in  the  trade  are  classified  if 
SIC  5231. 

Nondurable  goods,  n.e.c.  (SIC  5199)— Establishment! 
primarily  engaged  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  nondi 
rable  goods,  not  elsewhere  classified,  such  as  books 
periodicals,  and  newspapers;  art  goods;  flowers  and  flc 
rists'  supplies;  industrial  yarn;  and  textile  bags  and  bac 
9'ng. 


A-10     APPENDIX  A 


WHOLESALE  TRADE— SUBJECT  SERIES 


APPENDIX  B. 
Report  Form 


PENALTY  FOR  FAILURE  TO  REPORT 


OMB  No.  0607-0586:    Approval  Expires  June  3Q.  1  989 


FORM    B-45HS) 

(9-1 1-871 


1987  ASSETS  AND 
EXPENDITURES  SURVEY 

QUINQUENNIAL  SUPPLEMENT 

TO  ANNUAL  TRADE  SURVEY 

REPORT  FORM  B-451 


DUE  DATE:      February  1  5,  1988 
Please  return  your  report  promptly.  If  returning  this 
report  together  with  form  B-4-51 ,  use  only  1 
pre  ad  dressed  envelope.  If  returning  each  report 
separately,  use  separate  preaddressed  envelopes.  If 
you  cannot  file  form  B-451  (S)  by  the  due  date,  send  a 
request  for  a  reasonable  time  extension  to  the 
address  below;  please  include  your  1  1 -digit  Census 
Hie  Number  and  a  reference  to  this  form  number. 


NOTICE  —  Response  to  this  inquiry  to  required)  by  law  (title  1  3,  U.S.  Code).  By  the  same 
law,  your  report  to  the  Census  Bureau  is  confidential.  It  may  be  seen  only  by  sworn  Census 
employees  and  may  be  used  only  for  statistical  purposes.  The  law  also  provides  that  copies 
retained  in  your  files  are  Immune  from  legal  | 


In  correspondence  pertaining  to  this  report,  plot 

Number  (the  first  1 1  digits  shown  to  the  left  in  the  label  below) 


m  refer  to  the  Census  File 


Complete  this 


RETURN  TO 


BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS 
1  201   East  Tenth  Street 
Jeffersonvillo,  IN      47132 


(Please  correct  any  error  in  name  and  address,  including  ZIP  Code) 


PLEASE  READ  ALL  ACCOMPANYING  INSTRUCTIONS 


j  CENSUS 
!  USE  ONLY 


GENERAL.  INSTRUCTIONS 

This  report  Is  a  supplement  to  your  Annual  Trade  Survey  1 987  report  form  B-46 1  and  should  cover  the  same  merchant 
wholesale  establishments. 

Please  read  all  instructions  and  complete  all  items.  Report  data  for  the  same  1 987  reporting  period  as  on  your  annual  survey 
report  form.  If  book  figures  are  not  available  or  easily  accessible,  carefully  prepared  estimates  are  acceptable. 


NUMBER  OF  WHOLESALE  ESTABLISHMENTS  OH  DECEMBER  31,  1987 

Enter  the  total  number  of  merchant  wholesale  establishments  covered  by  this  report,  or  copy  from  item  2  of  your  B-451 
Annual  Trade  Survey  1 987  report  (or  file  copy). 


OPERATING  EXPENSES  —  Une-by-llne  Instructions  for  completing  Item  2A  for  selected 

lines;  others  are  self-explanatory 


Una  e  —  Total  annual  payroll  for  1987,  before  deductions  —  Definitions 
are  the  same  es  those  on  the  Employer's  Quarterly  Federal  Tax  Return,  Form 
94-1 ,  and  as  described  In  Circular  E,  Employer's  Tax  Guide.  The  amount 
should  reflect  payroll  reported  for  the  A  quarters  of  calendar  year  1 987. 
Include   Salaries,  wages,  commissions,  bonuses,  and  allowances  for 
vacation,  holiday,  and  sick  leave  paid  in  1987  before  payroll 
deductions  for  employee  contributions  such  as  social  security, 
tax  withholding,  group  insurance  premiums,  union  dues,  and 
savings  bonds.  For  corporations,  include  the  amount  paid  to 
officers  and  executives. 

Exclude  Employer  contributions  to  employee  benefit  plans  required  by 
law/  and  any  fringe  benefits  your  company  gives  Its  employees. 
For  unincorporated  businesses,  exclude  profit  or  other 
compensation  of  proprietors  or  partners. 

Line  e  —  Employer's  cost  for  programs  not  required  by  law 

Exclude   Allowances  for  vacation,  holiday,  and  sick  leave. 

Line  e  —  Taxes  and  license  fees 

Include   Business  license  fees,  liquor  and  tobacco  stamps,  real  and 
personal  property  taxes  (such  as  taxes  on  real  estate,  motor 
vehicles,  machinery,  equipment,  and  inventories),  and  special 
assessments. 

Exclude  Income,  sales,  payroll,  excise  taxes  (other  than  for  liquor  and 
tobacco  stamps),  and  other  taxes  collected  from  customers 
and  paid  to  local,  state,  or  Federal  government  agencies.  Also, 
exclude  the  cost  of  computer  software  purchased  under 
licensing  agreements. 

Unas  f ,  g,  and  h  —  Depreciation  and  amortization  charges  In  1 987 
against  tangible  assets  (i.e.,  with  physical  attributes,  such  as  structures  and 
equipment) 

Include    Depreciation  charges  against:    assets  owned  and  used  by  your 
firm,  assets  and  Improvements  owned  by  your  firm  within 
leaseholds,  and  assets  obtained  through  capital  lease 
agreements  . 
Exclude   Accumulated  depreciation  and  amortization  charges  against 
Intangible  assets  (goodwill,  patents,  copyrights,  etc.). 

Unas  I,  J,  and  k  —  Lease  end  rental  pay  hi— its 

Include    Payments  to  others  in  1  987  for  lease  or  rental  of  land, 

buildings,  structures,  offices,  machinery,  and  equipment. 

Exclude  Payments  by  your  firm  to  the  parent  company  or  organization 
or  any  of  Its  subsidiaries  for  use  of  assets  owned  by  them;  and 
installment  payments  for  assets  obtained  through  capital  lease 
agreements. 

Line  I  —  Cost  of  tale  phone  and  other  purchased  communication  services 
Include    Cost  of  telephone,  data  transmission,  telegraph,  telex.  Teletype, 
and  all  other  communication  services  purchased  In  1987. 

Exclude  Cost  of  communication  services  which  were  part  of  normal  lease 
or  rental  payments. 


Una  m  —  Cost  of  purchased  electricity 

include     The  cost  of  electricity  purchased  during  the  year  from 
other  companies. 

Exclude    The  value  of  electricity  generated  by  this  company  or 

electrical  costs  which  were  part  of  normal  lease  or  rental 
payments. 

Line  n  —  Cost  of  purchased  fuels 

Include      Cost  of  purchased  fuels  for  heating,  power,  or  generation 
of  electricity. 

Exclude     Cost  of  gasoline  end  fuel  purchased  for  highway  vehicles 
(include  these  on  line  y),  and  any  costs  which  were  part  of 
normal  lease  or  rental  payments. 

Una  s  —  Cost  of  purchased  advertising 

tnctudm     Payments  to  other  firms  for  printing,  media,  and  other 
services  end  materials  used  for  advertising. 

Exclude)     Costs  incurred  In  advertising  for  others  (advertising 

agencies  should  include  only  costs  for  advertising  on  their 
own  behalf). 

Una  t  —  Commissions  expanse 

Include      Commissions  paid  to  other  organizations  for  sales  of 
merchandise  on  your  account. 

Exclude     Commissions  paid  to  your  own  employees  (include  on 
Una  a  above). 

Unas  v,  w,  and  x  —  Cost  of  purchased  repair  services 

Include     All  non-capitalized  repairs  to  buildings,  structures,  offices, 
machinery,  and  equipment;  for  example,  vehicle  repairs, 
painting,  roof  repairs.  On  line  v,  include  the  cost  of  repairs 
for  equipment  and  fixtures  that  are  Integral  or  permanent 
parts  of  a  building  or  structure,  such  as  elevators, 
furnaces,  and  central  air  conditioners. 

Exclude    Repair  costs  included  in  normal  lease  or  rental  payments, 
improvements  for  which  depreciation  accounts  are 
maintained,  and  repairs  performed  by  employees  of  your 
company  and  its  subsidiaries. 

Una  y  —  Other  operating  expenses 

Include     Inventory  storage  and  shipping,  losses  by  theft  (not 

reflected  in  inventory  accounts),  payments  to  others  for 
services  not  included  in  lines  a  through  x,  insurance  costs 
(except  for  the  account  of  employees),  loss  or  damage  not 
covered  by  insurance,  bad  debt  losses,  and  other  expenses 
not  specified  elsewhere. 

Cost  of  goods  sold,  interest  on  loens.  Income  taxes,  and 
local  sales  and  excise  taxes. 


HOWTOREPORT 
DOLLAR  FIGURES 


Value  figures  may  be  reported  in  dollars  or  rounded  to  thousands. 

Example:     If  a  figure 

is  *1. 179,1  25.828.  . 

report  either  ^^mm^W 


•    PREFERRED 


Bil- 
lions 
(OOO) 


Mil-  j  Thou- 
lions  !  sands 
(OOO)       (OOO) 


Dol- 
lars 

(OOO) 


628 


/HOLESALE  TRADE— SUBJECT  SERIES 


APPENDIX  B     B-1 


OPERATING  EXPENSES  IN  1987,  INCLUDING  PAYROLL 


PAYROLL  —  Total  annual  payroll  In  1 987,  before  deduction* 


Key_BH: 


Paaa? 


Mil.       Thou.     Do 


EMPLOYER'S  COST  FOR  FRINGE  BENEFITS  IN  1987  (supplemental  labor  costs) 

b.   Employer's  cost  for  legally  required  programs  such  as  Social  Security. 

workmen's  compensation  insurance,  unemployment  tax,  and  state  disability 
insurance  programs 


e.   Employer's  cost  for  programs  not  required  by  law  such  as  pension  plans,  stock 
purchase  plans,  union-negotiated  benefits,  life  insurance  benefits,  and  insurance 
premiums  on  hospital  and  medical  plans 


Key 


Bil.         Mil.       Thou 


Do  not  combine; 

if  records  are  not  available, 
reasonable  estimates  are 
acceptable. 


Kay 


Bil. 


Mil.       Thou.     Dol 


d.  TOT  A  L  cost  for  employee  fringe  benefits  in  1 987  —  Sum  of  linos  b  and  c 


a.   TAXES  AND  LICENSE  FEES  (excluding 
Income,  sales,  payroll,  and  excise  taxes!  — 

Did  this  firm  make  any  payment  in  1987  to 
government  agencies  for  taxes,  including  real 
property  taxes  and  tobacco  and  liquor  stamps, 
and  license  fees  (such  as  business  license  fees)? 


255    iDyES  —  Report  amount 
2d  NO 


DEPRECIATION  AND  AMORTIZATION 
CHARGES  —  Did  this  firm  record  any 
depreciation  or  amortization  charges  in  1 987 
against  tangible  assets? 
f.   Buildings,  structures,  and  their  integral  parts 
(elevators,  etc.) 


2S3    1  CH  YES 

2Dno 


Complete  lines 
f,  o,  and  h 


B-   Machinery,  equipment,  and  other  tangible  assets 


Key 


Bil. 


Do  not  combine; 

if  records  are  not  available, 
reasonable  estimates  are 
acceptable. 


Key      Bil.         Mil.       Thou.     Do 


h.  TOTAL  depreciation  and  amortization  charges  against  tangible  assets  in  1 987  —  Sum  of  lines  f  and  g  ■ 


LEASE  AND  RENTAL  PAYMENTS  —  Did  this 
firm  make  lease  or  rental  payments  in  1 987? 
I.   Land,  buildings,  structures,  store  space, 
and  offices 


iCjYES 
2CJNO 


Complete  lines 
I,  j,  end  k 


I-  Machinery,  equipment,  and  other  items 


Key 


Bil. 


Mil 


Dol. 


Do  not  combine; 

if  records  are  not  available, 
reasonable  estimates  are 
acceptable. 


Key 


Bil. 


Mil. 


Thou.     Dol 


fc.  TOTAL  lease  and  rental  payments  In  1 987  —  Sum  of  linos  I  andj  ■ 


I.   COST  OF  TELEPHONE  AND  OTHER  PURCHASED  COMMUNICATION 
SERVICES  (reasonable  estimate  acceptable)    


UTILITIES  PURCHASED  FROM  OTHERS  IN 

1 987  -  Mark  (X)  one  box  each  for  lines  m,  n,  and  o 

m.  Cost  of  purchased  electricity  —  In  1  987, 
was  electricity  (1 )  purchased  for  any  locations 
by  this  firm,  or  (2)  included  only  in  lease 
payments,  rent,  or  franchise  fee? 


i  LJ  Purchased  —  Report 
amount  


2I I  Included  only  in  lease. 

rent,  or  franchise  fee 


Cost  of  purchased  fuels  —  In  1 987,  was 
fuel  for  heating,  power,  or  generating 
electricity  (1 )  purchased  for  any  locations  by 
this  firm,  or  (2)  included  only  in  lease 
payments,  rent,  or  franchise  fee? 


iD  Purchased  —  Report 
amount  


2LJ  Included  only  in  lease, 
rent,  or  franchise  fee 

3LJ  Not  applicable 


o.  Cost  of  water,  sewer,  refuse  removal,  and 
other  purchased  utilities  —  In  1  987.  were 
any  of  these  utilities  (1 )  purchased  for  any 
locations  by  this  firm,  or  (2)  included  only  in 
lease  payments,  rent,  or  franchise  fee? 


287    1  LJ  Purchased  some  or  all  of 
these  -  Report  amount  -» 

2LJ  Included  only  in  lease, 
rent,  or  franchise  fee 


Key 


Bil. 


Do  not  combine; 

if  records  are  not  available, 
reasonable  estimates  are 
acceptable. 


Key 


p.   TOTAL  cost  of  utilities  —  Sum  of  lines  m,  n,  and  o 


Bil.         Mil.       Thou.     Dol 


q.   COST  OF  PURCHASED  OFFICE 

SUPPLIES  —  Did  this  firm  purchase  office 
supplies,  stationery,  and/or  postage  in  1 987 
for  purposes  other  than  resale? 


264    id  YES  —  Report  amount 

2DNO 


COST  OF  PURCHASED  MATERIALS  — 

Did  this  firm  purchase  materials  used  in 
packaging,  processing,  shipping,  and  selling 
of  goods  in  1  987  (i.e.,  materials  purchased 
for  purposes  other  than  resale)? 


267    lLJYES 
2D  NO 


Report  amount 


m.    COST  OF  PURCHASED  ADVERTISING  — 

Did  this  firm  purchase  advertising  in  1  987? 


270    1  LJ  YES  —  Report  amount 
2LJNO 


COMMISSIONS  EXPENSE  —  Did  this  firm 
pay  commissions  in  1  987  to  other  firms  for 
sale  of  merchandise  on  your  account? 


295    lLJYES 
2CJNO 


Report  amount 


u.  COST  OF  CONTRACT  WORK  -  Did  this  firm 
pay  others  in  1  987  for  contract  work  for  readying 
your  merchandise  for  sale,  such  as  blending, 
printing,  repacking,  or  other  processing? 


297    iLJyES 
2LJNO 


Report  amount 


COST  OF  PURCHA8ED  REPAIR  SERVICE8 

Did  this  firm  purchase  repair  services  in  1  987 
which  were  NOT  capitalized? 

v.   Repairs  to  buildings,  structures,  offices, 
ond  their  integral  parts  (elevators,  etc.) 


293    1  CD  YES  —  Complete  lines  r, 
2d  NO  "■«""' 


w.    Repairs  to  machinery  and  equipment 


Key 


Bil. 


Mil.       Thou 


Dol. 


Do  not  combtnm; 

if  records  are  not  available, 
reasonable  estimates  are 
acceptable. 


Key 


Bil 


Mil.       Thou.      Dol 


n.    TOTAL  cost  of  purchased  repair  — rvlces  In  1 987  —  Sum  of  llr, 


nd  >v 


y.   OTHER  OPERATING  EXPENSES  NOT  REPORTED  ABOVE  —  See  examples  in  instructions 
on  page  1.  Exclude  intorost  on  loans  and  local  sales  and  excise  taxes.    


x.   TOTAL  1987  OPERATING  EXPEN8E8,  INCLUDING  PAYROLL 
Sum  of  lines  a,  d,  m,  h.  k,  I.  p.  q,  r.  s.  t,  u,  a,  and  y  


rORM  D-4B 1  (SI  19- 1  1  -871 


B-2     APPENDIX  B 


WHOLESALE  TRADE— SUBJECT  SERIES 


Page  3 


EXPENSES  FOR  CONTRACTED  EMPLOYEES  IN  1987 


Mark  (X)  EACH  applicablo  box 


SKIP  to  Item  3 


a.  Did  "other"  operating  expenses  reported  on  line  y  on  page  2  (II  Temporary  help? 171 

include  expenses  for  any  of  the  following  types  of  contracted  ._,  i  OM.rt  amninu»M?  i7, 

employees  under  your  supervision?  ,z'  Loasea  employees  f 172 

(3)  Other  contracted  employees?    .  .  .  173 

(4)  None  of  the  above 174 

b.  Consider  such  expenses  as  "contract  labor"  expenses,  and  define  "total  cost  of  labor"  as  the  sum 

of  (1)  payroll  (item  2A,  line  a),  plus  (21  cost  for  employee  benefits  (line  d).  plus  (3)  expenses  for  Mark  (X)  ONE  box  only 

contract  labor.  Contract  labor  expense  represented  approximately  what  percent  of  total  cost  of 

labor  in  1  987?  1 75   1  □  Less  than  5  percent 

2  CD  5  to  1 0  percent 

3  LJ  More  than  1 0  percent 


ACQUISITION  VALUE  OF  DEPRECIABLE  ASSETS 

DEFINITIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSTRUCTIONS 

Acquisition  value  of  depreciable  and  a  mortize  Me  assets) 

•  Acquisition  value  —  This  is  the  original  cost  of  an  asset  or  the  amount  that  was  recorded  in  your  books  at  the  time 
of  acquisition. 

•  Depreciable  assets  —  These  are  assets  for  which  depreciation  accounts  are  ordinarily  maintained,  whether  or  not 
still  depreciated,  for  all  domestic  establishments  and  facilities  covered  by  this  report. 

•  Amortlzabie  assets  —  For  purposes  of  this  report,  these  include  only  tangible  assets  for  which  amortization 
accounts  are  ordinarily  maintained  (e.g.,  special  tools). 

Include  *  New  and  used  structures  (including  those  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year),  integral  fixtures, 

additions,  major  alterations,  improvements  to  existing  facilities  (completed  or  "in  process"),  and  capitalized 
repairs 
■  Value  of  depreciable  assets  owned  by  this  firm,  but  rented  or  leased  to  others  under  an  operating  lease 

•  Machinery,  equipment,  and  amortizable  assets  (e.g.,  special  tools) 

•  Value  of  all  capitalized  drilling  and  completion  costs 

•  Value  of  depreciable  assets  obtained  through  capital  (full-payout  or  equity)  leases 

•  Value  of  all  (terns  underlying  safe  harbor  leases  for  which  you  are  the  lessee 

•  Value  of  depreciable  assets  acquired  through  mergers  or  take-overs  but  not  treated  as  a  "pooling  of  interest"  ; 
If  applicable,  report  this  value  in  the  EXPLANA  TIONS  section  on  page  4. 

Exclude        •  Current  assets  (inventories,  cash,  accounts  receivable,  etc.)  and  intangible  assets  (goodwill,  patents, 
copyrights,  etc.) 

•  Value  of  depreciable  assets  in  foreign  countries  and  U.S.  possessions 

•  Value  of  property  owned  by  your  firm  but  "sold"  to  others  under  a  capital  lease 

•  Value  of  land  and  depletable  assets  (timber  and  mineral  rights) 

•  Value  of  all  items  underlying  safe  harbor  leases  for  which  you  are  the  lessor 

Capital  expenditures  —  This  refers  to  all  costs  (acquisition  value)  actually  incurred  in  1987  which  were  chargeable  to  asset  accounts 
and  for  which  depreciation  or  amortization  reserves  are  ordinarily  maintained. 

Include  •  Expenditures  for  depreciable  assets  (defined  above)  in  1 987;  do  NOT  deduct  the  value  of  trade-ins 

•  All  items  obtained  through  a  capital  lease  during  1 987 

•  Expenditures  made  by  your  firm  for  structures  which,  upon  completion,  were  or  are  to  be  sold  or  leased  back  to 
your  firm 

•  Capital  expenditures  for  leasehold  improvements  (made  to  property  leased  from  others) 

•  Cost  of  construction  work  performed  in  1 987  by  your  own  employees  (force  account) 

Exclude        •  Expenditures  for  land 

•  Expenditures  made  by  your  firm  or  organization  for  property  which  it  leased  to  others  as  part  of  a  capital 
(full-payout  or  equity)  lease  agreement 

•  Items  chargeable  as  current  operating  expenses  such  as  cost  of  maintenance,  repairs,  and  supplies 

•  Expenditures  for  locations  primarily  engaged  in  activities  other  than  merchant  wholesale 

•  Expenditures  made  by  owners  of  property  rented  or  leased  to  your  firm,  except  capital  leases 

•  Expenditures  for  goodwill,  patents,  or  copyrights 


EBE3 


CAPITAL  EXPENDITURES  (EXCLUDING  LAND)  AND  CHANGES  IN  DEPRECIABLE  ASSET  ACCOUNTS 

Llne-by-llne  Instructions  for  selected  lines;  others  are  self-explanatory 

Una  c  —  Include  expenditures  for  new  buildings  and  structures;  integral  fixtures  such  as  furnaces,  boilers,  central 
air  conditioners,  and  blast  furnaces;  building  additions  and  alterations;  and  improvements  such  as  fences,  storage 
facilities,  etc. 

Line  e  —  Include  expenditures  for  computer  software  only  if  capitalized  as  a  tangible  asset;  exclude  if  the  purchase  is 
considered  intangible  (e.g.,  a  licensing  agreement);  or  if  expensed  (such  as  an  office  supply),  include  only  in  Mem  2A. 

Lines  I,  j,  and  k  —  Report  the  original  cost  or  acquisition  value  of  depreciable  assets  owned  at  the  end  of  1 986. 

Una  I  —  Enter  the  original  cost  or  acquisition  value  of  depreciable  assets  sold,  returned,  traded  in,  or  destroyed 
during  1 987. 

Unas  m,  n,  and  o  —  Report  the  original  cost  or  acquisition  value  of  depreciable  assets  owned  at  the  end  of  1 987. 

Line  o  —  Total  depreciable  assets  at  the  end  of  1987  should  ordinarily  equal  line  h  plus  line  k  minus  line  I;  if 
not  (e.g.,  due  to  mergers  or  exchange  of  stock),  explain  in  the  EXPLANATIONS  section  on  page  4. 


PLEASE  READ  ALL  INSTRUCTIONS  ABOVE  BEFORE  ANSWERING. 

a.  Did  this  firm  own  any  depreciable  assets  during  1 986  or  1 987? 


219   1  EH  YES  —  Continue 

2  □  NO  -  SKIP  to  hem  4 


b.  Did  this  firm  make  any  capital  expenditures  during  1 987? 


209   i  [Z]  YES  —  Continue 
2DNO  —  SKIPtollnel 


PLEASE  CONTINUE  WITH  ITEM  3A  ON  PAGE  4 


FORM  B-46KSI  (9-1  1-871 


WHOLESALE  TRADE— SUBJECT  SERIES 


APPENDIX  B     B-3 


Pane  4 


CAPITAL  EXPENDITURES  {EXCLUDING  LAND)  AND  CHANGES  IN 
DEPRECIABLE  ASSET  ACCOUNTS  —  Continued 


Capital  expenditures  (excluding  land)  In  1987 

c.    New  buildinga,  structures,  and  related  facilities  {excluding  land) 


d.    Now  highway  vehicles,  including  automobiles,  trucks,  trailers,  and  special 
purpose  vehicles 


New  computer  hardware,  software  (capitalized),  and  peripheral  data 
processing  equipment 


All  other  new  machinery,  equipment,  and  other  depreciable  assets  such  as 
office  furniture,  forklifts,  handtnjcks,  conveyors,  etc. 


Used  buildings  (excluding  land),  structures,  machinery,  equipment,  and  other 
depreciable  assets  acquired  from  others 


Kay 


Bil. 


Mil. 


Thou. 


Dol. 


Do  not  combine; 

if  records  are  not  available, 

reasonable  estimates  are 

acceptable. 


Kay 


h.   TOTAL  capital  expenditures  In  1 987  —  Sum  ofllnem  c  through  g  ; 


Changes  in  depreciable  asset  accounts  (excluding  land),  1 986  to  1 987 

Original  cost  or  acquisition  value  of  buildin 
(excluding  land)  owned  at  the  and  of  1 981 


I.    Original  cost  or  acquisition  value  of  buildings,  structures,  and  related  facilities 

6 


).    Original  cost  or  acquisition  value  of  machinery,  equipment,  and  other 
depreciable  and  amortizable  assets  owned  at  the  and  of  1986 


Key 


Bil.         Mil.      Thou.      Dol 


Do  not  combine; 

if  records  are  not  available, 
reasonable  estimates  are 
acceptable. 


Key      Bil. 


Mil.      Thou. 


k-   TOTAL  depreciable  end  amortizable  (tangible)  assets  (excluding  land)  at  the  end  of  1 986  — 

Sum  of  lineal  mnd  J  (If  none,  enter  "P.")      — 


I.    Original  cost  or  acquisition  value  of  depreciable  assets  sold,  retired,  scrapped,  or  destroyed  during 
1987.  (If  none,  enter  "O. ")  DO  NOT  report  accumulated  depreciation. 


Original  cost  or  acquisition  value  of  buildings,  structures,  and  related  facilities 
(excluding  land)  owned  at  the  end  of  1 987 


Original  cost  or  acquisition  value  of  machinery,  equipment,  and  other 
depreciable  and  amortizable  assets  owned  at  the  end  of  1987 


Key 


Bil.         Mil.      Thou.      Dol 


Do  not  combine; 

If  records  are  not  available, 
reasonable  estimates  are 
acceptable. 


Kjjr 


Bil. 


Mil. 


Thou. 


Dol. 


o.    TOTAL  depreciable  end  amortizable  (tangable)  assets  (excluding  land)  at  the  end  of  1 987  — 
Sum  ofllnem  mandn  (If  none,  enter  "O. ")  


PLEASE  VERIFY  —  Une  h  plus  line  k  MINUS  line  I  should  ordinarily  equal  line  o.  If  not  (such  as  due 
to  mergers  or  exchange  of  stock),  explain  in  the  EXPLANATIONS  section  below,  and  mark  (X)  this  box. 


.□ 


CAPITAL  EXPENDITURES  FOR  LEASED  ASSETS  —  For  definitions,  see  page  3  and  separate  instruction  sheet. 


Expenditures  for  assets  acquired  In  1 987  under  capital  leases  —  Report  i  e 6   1 0  YES  —  Report  the 

here  and  include  in  item  3A  the  acquisition  value  of  all  depreciable  assets  acquisition 

obtained  from  others  through  capital  (full-payout  or  equity)  leeses  during  value  of 

1 987 .  Do  not  include  assets  obtained  through  operating  leases.  such  assets. 

Did  this  firm  or  organization  acquire  assets  through  capital  leases  during  1987?  2LDNO 


1987 


Key 


Mil. 


Dol. 


Expenditures  for  assets  acquired  In  1 987  that  were  leaaed  TO  otliei s 
under  operating  leases  —  Report  the  acquisition  value  of  all  depreciable 
assets  Included  in  capital  expenditures  (item  3A)  that  were  acquired  in  1 987 
but  leased  to  others  under  an  operating  tease. 

Did  this  firm  or  organization  acquire  assets  during  1 987  that  were  leased 
to  others  under  operating  leases? 


IB7    1IZIYES 


2D  NO 


Report  the 
acquisition 
value  of 
such  assets. 


SELECTED  TYPES  OF  SALES 

Capital  lease  sales  —  Report  the  acquisition  value  of  all  depreciable  assets 
owned  by  this  firm  but  "sold"  to  others  under  e  capital  (full-payout  or 
equity)  lease  during  1  987. 

Did  this  firm  "sell"  depreciable  assets  to  others  through  capital  leases 
during  1987? 


2oe   id  YES  —  Report 
amount 

2DNO 


b.    Foreign  seles  —  In  1 987,  did  this  firm  make  foreign  sales  of  goods  that 
never  entered  the  United  States  or  its  foreign  trade  zones? 


208  iCDyes 


2CD  NO 


COMPUTER  SOFTWARE  EXPENDITURES  IN  1887  —  For  definitions,  see  separate  Instruction  sheet. 


Expenditures  for  capitalized  software  —  Did  this  firm  or  organization  acquire 

computer  software  In  1 987  which  was  recorded  In  your  books  as  a  depreciable 

or  amortizable  asset?  178   1  ED  YES 


2D  NO 


Purchasee  of 

noncapitalized 

computer 

software  and 

data 

processing 

servtcee 


(1 )  Did  this  firm  or  organization  "purchase"  software,  data 

processing,  or  other  computer  services  (including  time  rental) 
In  1 987,  which  was  recorded  In  your  books  as  an  operating 
expense? 


179    iLDyES  —Continue 

2EDNO—  SKIPtoltrnmS 


|2)  Please  Indicate  which  category(les)  in  Rent  2A  on  page  2 
Include(s)  these  expenses  for  computer  software  and 
services. 


Mark  (X)  EACH  applicable  box 

ISO  lLJUno  I,  Purchased  communications 

181  1 IZ)  Line  q.  Purchased  office  supplies 

1 82  1  L_l  Une  y.  Other  operating  expenses 
1  S3  iD  Another  line  in  Item  2A 


(3)  If  computer  software  purchases  wore  accounted  for  as 
operating  expenses,  could  the  amount  be  reported 
separately,  based  on  how/  your  firm's  books  are  kept? 


184    iLZlYES 


2D  NO 


EXPLANATIONS  —  Please  use  this  space  for  any  explanations  that  may  be  essential  in  understanding  your  reported  data. 


CERTIFICATION  —  This  report  is  substantially  accurate  and  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  instructions. 


Name  of  person  to  contact  regarding  this  report  — 
Print  or  type 


Address  —  Number  and  street,  city.  State,  ZIP  Code 


Telephone 


Area  code      Number 


Signature  of  authorized  per  Ron 


Doto 


FORM  B-461IS)  (0    11    871 
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WHOLESALE  TRADE— SUBJECT  SERIES f 


APPENDIX  C. 

Changes  in  Wholesale  Trade  Kind-of-Business 

Classifications  for  1987 


[Based  on  revisions  to  the  Standard  Industrial  classification  (SIC)  Manual,  definitions  of  some  kinds  of  business  were  changed  for  1987.  The  significant  changes  in  SIC  codes  from  1972  to  1987  are 
listed  below.  For  industries  other  than  those  listed,  the  SIC  definitions  are  the  same  as  those  used  since  1972,  or  contain  only  minor  revisions  affecting  the  classification  of  few,  if  any, 
establishments] 


1987  SIC  (used  for  1987  census  reports) 


1972  SIC  (used  for  1972,  1977,  and  1982  census  reports 
and  1 987  Assets  and  Expenditures  report) 


Code 


Title 


Code 


Title 


5013 
5015 

5023 

5032 
5033 
5039 

5044 
5045 
5046 

5047 
5048 
5049 

5063 

5065 

5082 
5084 

5091 
5092 
5094 
5099 

112 

5131 

5142 

5143 

5153 

5159 

5162 
5169 

5192 
5193 
5199 


Motor  vehicle  supplies  and  new  parts  . 
Motor  vehicle  parts,  used 


Homefurnishings1  

Brick,  stone,  and  related  construction  materials 

Roofing,  siding,  and  insulation  materials 

Construction  materials,  n.e.c 


5013  pt. 

T5013  pt. 
1.5931  pt. 

5023 


Office  equipment 

Computers  and  computer  peripheral  equipment  and  software  . 
Commercial  equipment,  n.e.c. 


Medical,  dental,  and  hospital  equipment  and  supplies . 

Ophthalmic  goods 

Professional  equipment  and  supplies,  n.e.c 


Electrical  apparatus  and  equipment,  wiring  supplies,  and  construction  materials- 
Electronic  parts  and  equipment,  n.e.c 

Construction  and  mining  (except  petroleum)  machinery  and  equipment1 

Industrial  machinery  and  equipment 


5086 


5063  pt. 


J~5065 


Sporting  and  recreational  goods  and  supplies1 

Toys  and  hobby  goods  and  supplies1 

Jewelry,  watches,  precious  stones,  and  precious  metals1 
Durable  goods,  n.e.c 


Stationery  and  office  supplies1 

Piece  goods,  notions,  and  other  dry  goods. 

Packaged  frozen  foods1 

Dairy  products,  except  dried  or  canned1 

Grain  and  field  beans1 

Farm-product  raw  materials,  n.e.c. 


Plastics  materials  and  basic  forms  and  shapes . 
Chemicals  and  allied  products,  n.e.c 


5063  pt. 


5082 


J  5084 
1.5063  pt. 


5041 
5042 

5094 

_T5099 
1.5199  pt. 


T5133 
L5134 


5142 
5143 

5153 

T5152 
1.5159 

]-5161 


Books,  periodicals,  and  newspapers 

Flowers,  nursery  stock,  and  florists'  supplies . 
Nondurable  goods,  n.e.c.  


} 


5199 


Automotive  parts  and  supplies  (except  used) 

Used  automotive  parts,  equipment  and  supplies  (wholesale) 
Used  automotive  parts,  equipment  and  supplies  (retail) 

Home  furnishings1 
Construction  materials,  n.e.c. 

Commercial  machines  and  equipment 

Professional  equipment  and  supplies 

Electrical  apparatus  and  equipment,  wiring  supplies,  and  construction  materials2 

Electronic  parts  and  equipment 

Electrical  apparatus  and  equipment,  wiring  supplies,  and  construction  materials3 

Construction  and  mining  machinery  and  equipment 

Industrial  machinery  and  equipment 

Electrical  apparatus  and  equipment,  wiring  supplies  and  construction  materials4 

Sporting  and  recreational  goods  and  supplies 

Toys  and  hobby  goods  and  supplies 

Jewelry,  watches,  diamonds,  and  other  precious  stones1 

Durable  goods,  n.e.c. 
Nondurable  goods,  n.e.c.6 

Stationery  supplies1 

Piece  goods  (woven  fabrics) 
Notions  and  other  dry  goods 

Frozen  foods1 

Dairy  products1 

Grain1 

Cotton 

Farm-product  raw  materials,  n.e.c. 

Chemicals  and  allied  products 
Nondurable  goods,  n.e.c.6 


1No  change  in  content 

Excluding  electrical  communications  equipment  now  in  SIC  5065  and  electrical  measuring  and  testing  equipment  now  in  SIC  5084. 
3Electrical  communications  equipment  part  only,  now  in  SIC  5065. 
'Electrical  measuring  and  testing  equipment  part  only,  now  in  SIC  5084. 
5General  merchandise,  durable  part  only,  now  in  SIC  5099. 

6AII  of  SIC  5199  except  durable  goods  general  merchandise  wholesalers.    In  1972,  all  general  merchandise  wholesalers  were  in  SIC  5199,  for  1987  general  merchandise  wholesalers  selling 
irimarily  durable  goods  were  moved  to  SIC  5099. 
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PUBLICATION  PROGRAM 


1987  CENSUS  OF  WHOLESALE  TRADE 

Publications  of  the  1 987  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade,  contain- 
ing data  on  wholesale  trade  establishments  with  payroll  in  the 
United  States,  are  described  below.  Publications  order  forms  for 
the  specific  reports  may  be  obtained  from  any  Department  of 
Commerce  district  office  or  from  Data  User  Services  Division, 
Customer  Services  (Publications),  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Wash- 
ington, DC  20233.  The  first  results  were  issued  in  press  releases. 
Final  detailed  statistics  are  issued  in  separate  paperbound  reports. 

Final  Reports 

Geographic  area  series— 52  reports 
(WC87-A-1  to  -52) 

A  separate  paperbound  report  is  being  published  for  each 
State,  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  United  States.  Each 
report  presents  general  statistics  on  number  of  establishments, 
sales,  payroll,  employment,  operating  expenses,  and  inventories 
for  all  establishments  with  payroll.  At  the  State  level,  data  also 
are  presented  separately  for  the  following  types  of  wholesale 
operation:  merchant  wholesalers;  manufacturers'  sales  branches 
and  offices;  and  agents,  brokers,  and  commission  merchants. 
Less  type-of-operation  detail  is  shown  below  the  State  level.  For 
States,  MSA's,  and  counties  and  places  with  200  wholesale 
establishments  or  more,  statistics  are  presented  by  kind  of 
business.  Greater  kind-of-business  detail  is  shown  for  larger 
areas.  In  addition,  data  are  shown  for  all  places  with  2,500 
inhabitants  or  more  and  all  counties  (with  no  kind-of-business 
detail).  For  each  State,  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  United 
States,  1982  data  are  provided  on  sales  and  employees  per 
establishment,  sales  and  payroll  per  emloyee,  payroll  as  a 
percent  of  operating  expenses,  and  operating  expenses  and 
end-of-year  inventories  as  percentages  of  sales.  Comparative 
statistics  showing  percent  changes  in  sales  and  payroll  between 
1 982  and  1 987  also  are  shown  by  kind  of  business. 

Subject  series— 4  reports 
(WC87-S-1  to  4) 

The  first  report  (WC87-S-1)  presents  data  based  on  size  of 
establishment,  size  of  company  or  firm  (firm  size  is  based  on  all 
establishments  operated  by  a  firm  within  the  same  kind  of 
business  or  kind-of-business  group  for  which  data  are  presented), 
and  legal  form  of  organization.  Establishment  statistics  are 
presented  by  sales  size  and  by  employment  size;  statistics  for 
firms,  by  sales  size  (including  concentration  by  largest  firms),  by 
employment  size,  and  by  number  of  establishments  operated 
(single  units  and  multiunits).  Statistics  are  presented  by  kind  of 
business  on  the  number  of  establishments,  sales,  payroll,  and 
employment  for  the  United  States. 

A  report  (WC87-S-2)  on  measures  of  value  produced,  capital 
expenditures,  depreciable  assets,  and  operating  expenses  pre- 
sents data  for  the  United  States  by  major  kinds  of  business.  Data 
also  are  provided  on  sales,  purchases,  and  beginning  and  ending 
inventories.  Measures  of  value  produced  include  gross  margin, 


value  added,  and  net  income  produced  at  market  prices  and 
factor  costs.  Operating  expenses  include  annual  payroll,  supple- 
mental labor  costs,  purchased  services,  etc. 

The  commodity  line  sales  report  (WC87-S-3)  presents  data  on 
major  categories  of  commodities  sold  by  wholesale  kinds  of 
business  for  the  United  States.  Data  for  15  selected  MSA's  and 
15  selected  States  will  be  issued  on  microfiche  only.  Tables 
present  data  for  each  kind  of  business  and  show,  for  each 
commodity  line,  the  number  of  establishments  handling  the  line 
and  their  sales  of  the  line;  the  percentage  of  total  sales  of  the 
kind  of  business  accounted  for  by  each  of  the  lines  carried;  and, 
for  establishments  actually  handling  a  specific  line,  the  percent- 
age of  their  total  sales  represented  by  sales  of  that  line.  Summary 
statistics  also  are  provided  for  the  broad  commodity  line  catego- 
ries, including  counts  of  establishments  and  the  amount  and 
percent  of  the  line  sold  by  various  kinds  of  wholesale  businesses. 

A  miscellaneous  subjects  report  (WC87-S-4)  contains  data  by 
kind  of  business  on  employment  by  principal  activity,  sales  by 
class  of  customer,  inventory  valuation  methods,  commissions 
and  gross  selling  value  of  business  conducted  for  others  by 
agents  and  brokers,  and  on  petroleum  bulk  stations  and  termi- 
nals. Data  are  presented  for  the  United  States  as  a  whole  and,  for 
petroleum  bulk  stations  and  terminals,  for  States  and  counties. 

Microfiche 

Every  final  published  report  in  the  1987  Census  of  Wholesale 
Trade  will  be  available  on  microfiche. 

Public-Use  Computer  Tapes  and  Compact  Discs 

Selected  data  also  are  available  on  public-use  computer  tapes 
and  compact  discs-read  only  memory  (CD-ROM).  For  the  selected 
data,  these  tapes  and  discs  will  provide  the  same  information 
found  in  the  final  reports  as  well  as  additional  information  not 
published  in  the  final  reports,  such  as  commodity  line  sales  data 
for  States  (WC87-S-3).  Computerized  data  products  are  available 
for  users  who  wish  to  summarize,  rearrange,  or  process  large 
amounts  of  data.  These  products,  with  corresponding  technical 
documentation,  are  sold  by  Data  User  Services  Division,  Cus- 
tomer Services  (Tapes),  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington,  DC 
20233. 


OTHER  ECONOMIC  CENSUSES  REPORTS 

Data  on  retail  trade,  service  industries,  construction  industries, 
manufactures,  mineral  industries,  transportation,  enterprise  sta- 
tistics, minority-owned  business  enterprises,  and  women-owned 
businesses  also  are  available  from  the  1987  Economic  Cen- 
suses. A  separate  series  of  reports  covers  the  censuses  of 
outlying  areas— Puerto  Rico,  Virgin  Islands  of  the  United  States, 
Guam,  and  the  Northern  Marianas.  Separate  announcements 
describing  these  reports  are  available  free  of  charge  from  Data 
User  Services  Division,  Customer  Services  (Publications),  Bureau 
of  the  Census,  Washington,  DC  20233. 
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